1 Revelation

In His goodness and wisdom God chose
to reveal Himself and to make known to
us the hidden purpose of His will (see
Eph. 1:9) by which through Christ, the
Word made flesh, man might in the Holy
Spirit have access to the Father and come
to share in the divine nature (see Eph.
2:18; 2 Peter 1:4). Through this revela-
tion, therefore, the invisible God (see
Col. 1;15, 1 Tim. 1:17) out of the abun-
dance of His love speaks to men as
friends (see Ex. 33:11; John 15:14-15)
and lives among them (see Bar. 3:38), so
that He may invite and take them into fel-
lowship with Himself. This plan of reve-
lation is realized by deeds and words
having an inner unity: the deeds wrought
by God in the history of salvation mani-
fest and confirm the teaching and reali-
ties signified by the words, while the
words proclaim the deeds and clarify the
mystery contained in them. By this reve-
lation then, the deepest truth about God
and the salvation of man shines out for
our sake in Christ, who is both the medi-
ator and the fullness of all revelation.
(Dei Verbum, 2)

I. Man's Capacity for God

The Desire for God — As human, we all won-
der about our fate and destiny: where did we
come from, what is the purpose of our lives and
where will we go after death? We will never
feel completely happy and always long for
something transcendent. This desire is written
in the human heart because man is created by
God and for God; only in God will man find
the truth and true happiness. Because of that
from the ancient time until now, religious be-
liefs are forms men used to quest for God. And
He never ceases to call every man to seek him,
to find life and happiness. This search demands
of man every effort of intellect, a sound will,
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1 Mic Khii

Thién Chua nhan lanh va khon ngoan da
muon mac khai chinh minh va to cho moi
nguwoi biét mau nhiém thanh Ngai (x.
Eph 1,9). Nho dé, loai nguoi c¢é thé dén
cung Chua Cha, nho Chua Kito, Ngoi Loi
nhdp thé trong Chita Thanh Than, va
duwoe théng phan ban tinh cua Thién
Chua (x. Eph 2,18, 2P 1,4). Trong viéc
mac khai nay, voi tinh thwong chan chura
cua Ngai, Thién Chua vo hinh (x. Col
1,15; ITm 1,17) ngo loi voi loai nguoi
nhw voi ban hitu (x. Xac 33,11, Gio
15,14-15). Ngai doi thoai véi ho (x. Bar
3,38) dé moi goi va don nhan ho hiép nhat
voi Ngai. Cong cuoc mac khai nay dwoc
thuc hién bcing cdc hanh dong va loi noi
lién két mat thiét véi nhau. Nén cdc viéc
Thién Chua thwc hién trong lich sw ciru
réi bay 16, ciing cé gido Iy va nhitng diéu
dwoc giai thich qua loi noi. Con loi noi
thi cong bé cdc viéc lam va khai sang mau
nhiém chira dung trong do. Nho mac khai
nay, chan ly tham sdu vé Thién Chia
ciing nhw vé phan réi con nguoi, dwgc
sang to noi Chua Kito, Bang trung gian,
dong thoi la sw vién mdn cia toan thé
mac khai. (Dei Verbum, 2)

I. Kha Nang Don Nhan Thién Chia cia Con
Nguwoi
Sw khao khat Thién Chua — La ngudi, tit ca
ching ta déu thiac mic vé than phan cia minh:
Chung ta tir dau dén, dén dé 1am gi va chét roi sé
di dau? Chiing ta khong bao gio cam thdy hoan
toan hanh phuc va ludn khao khat mot diéu gi siéu
viét. Su khao khat nay duoc in vao tim hon chiing
ta vi con nguoi dugc dung nén boi Thién Chua va
cho Thién Chua; con ngudi chi tim thay chan ly
va hanh phuc thét trong Thién Chua. Vi thé ma tur
xua dén nay, niém tin t6n gido 14 cac hinh thirc im
kiém Thién Chua ctia con nguoi. Va Thién Chia
khong ngung moi goi mdi ngudi tim Ngai dé dugc
su song va hanh phuc. Sy tim kiém nay doi hoi cd
ging ctia moi nguoi vé tri tu¢, mot ¥ chi viing bén,



"an upright heart", as well as the witness of
others (CCC 27-30).

Ways of coming to know God - The ways to
know God are called proofs for the existence
of God. These "ways" of approaching God
from the physical world, starting from move-
ment, becoming, contingency, and the world's
order and beauty, one can come to knowledge
of God as the origin and the end of the uni-
verse. The human person: with his openness to
truth and beauty, his sense of moral goodness,
his freedom and the voice of his conscience,
with his longings for the infinite and for happi-
ness, man questions himself about God's exist-
ence. In different ways, man knows that there
must be a God, the first cause and final end of
all things. But for man to intimately know
Him, God willed to reveal Himself to man and
to give him the grace to welcome this revela-
tion in faith. These proofs of God's existence
can predispose one to faith and help one to see
that faith is not opposed to reason (CCC 31-
35).

The knowledge of God according to The
Church - The Church holds and teaches that
God can be known with certainty from the cre-
ated world by human reason. Man has this ca-
pacity because he is created "in the image of
God." However, man experiences many diffi-
culties in coming to know God by the light of
reason alone. This is why man needs to be en-
lightened by God's revelation to know about
religious and moral truths with firm certainty
and with no admixture of errors (CCC 36-38).

How can we speak about God? — All crea-
tures bear a certain resemblance to God, espe-
cially man, created in His image and likeness.
The manifold perfections of creatures reflect
the infinite perfection of God. God transcends
all creatures, and human words always fall
short of the mystery of God. In speaking about
God, our language is using human modes of
expression, we are unable to express him in his
infinite simplicity (CCC 39-49).
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mdt “tam hon ngay thang, ciing nhu ching tir ciia
nhirng nguoi khac (GLCG 27-30).

Cach nhén biét Thién Chiia - Nhimng con dudng
hay nhiing cach nay con dugc goi la cac bang
chtng rang c6 Thién Chua. Nhitng “cach” tiép
can Thién Chta nay tir thé gidi vit chat, bt dau
tir su van hanh, su thanh bién, su bt tat, trat tu va
vé dep cua vil try, mQt ngudi cod thé biét réng
Thién Chua 13 ngudn gbe va cung dich cua vii tru.
Con nguroi: v6i long san sang d6n nhan chan 1y va
cai dep, voi cam thirc vé nhiing su tdt 1anh vé luan
ly, su tu do cing tiéng néi lwong tim, véi 1ong
mong udc su vO tan va hanh phuc, con nguoi tu
héi minh vé su hién hitu ciia Thién Chéia. Noi
cach khac, con nguoi biét rang phai c6 mot Thién
Chua, nguyén nhan ddu tién va cung dich ctia moi
su. Nhung dé con ngudi c6 thé biét Thién Chua
mot cach mat thiét, Ngai da muén to Minh ra cho
con nguoi va ban cho ho an sung dé ho don nhan
mic khai 4y trong dirc tin. Nhitng bang ching vé
su hién hiru ciia Thién Chua c6 thé chuin bi mot
ngudi cho duc tin va gitip ngudi iy hiéu rang dic
tin khong nguoc lai voi ly try (GLCG 31-35).

Sw nhén biét Thién Chia theo Hoi Thanh -
Hoi Thanh tin chic va day rang ching ta ¢ thé
biét Thién Chiia cach chic chin tir thé gidi thy tao
va bang 1y tri con ngudi. Con ngudi c6 kha ning
nay vi ho duogc tao dung “theo hinh anh Thién
Chuia”. Tuy nhién, con ngudi trai nghiém nhiéu
kho khin dé nhan biét Thién Chua chi dwa vao dnh
sang cta Iy tri ma thoi. Do d6 con ngudi can dugc
soi sang bang mic khai cia Thién Chua dé biét vé
cac chan ly ton gido va luan ly voi sy xac tin vilng
chic va khong bi tron 1an véi nhimg sai lam
(GLCG 36-38).

Chiing ta phai néi thé nao vé Thién Chua? -
Moi thy tao déu phan nao gidng Thién Chua, nhat
la con nguoi, dugce tao dung theo hinh anh Ngai
va gidng Ngai. Cac cach hoan hao khac nhau ciia
cac thu tao phan anh sy hoan hao vo cung cua
Thién Chtia. Ngai siéu vugt moi thu tao, va ngon
ngir loai ngudi luén khong du dé dién ta mau
nhiém ctia Ngai. Khi noi vé Ngai, ngén ngit cua ta
ding cach dién ta nhan loai nén khong thé dién ta
Ngai trong tinh don thuan vo bién cua Ngai duoc.
(GLCG 39-49).



II. God Comes to Meet Man - The Revela-
tion of God

Because by natural reasons alone, man cannot
totally recognize God. Through his free Will,
God has revealed and given himself to man, by
revealing his plan of loving goodness, from all
eternity in Christ and the Holy Spirit, for all
men (CCC 50).

God reveals himself and made known the mys-
tery of his will gradually to man. His will was
that men should have access to the Father,
through Christ, in the Holy Spirit, and thus
share his divine nature. By revealing Himself
God wishes to make men capable of respond-
ing to him, and of knowing and of loving him
far beyond their own capacity. He prepares
him to welcome by stages the Revelation that
is to culminate in the person and mission of Je-
sus (CCC 51-53).

The Stages of Revelation

o In the beginning God makes himself
known by providing men with constant ev-
idence of himself in creatures, and wishes
to open up the way to salvation. He mani-
fested himself to our first parents and gave
them graces and the original justice. After
the fall, he raised them up by the promised
redemption and has never ceased to show
his solicitude for the human race. For he
wishes to give eternal life to all those who
seek salvation by patience in well doing
(CCC 54-55).

e The Covenant with Noah after the flood
expresses the principle of the divine econ-
omy toward the "nations". He divided the
human race into many nations with differ-
ent languages to limit the pride of the hu-
man nature. This covenant remains in
force during the times of the Gentiles, un-
til the universal proclamation of the Gos-
pel (CCC 56-58).

e God chooses Abraham - God calls Abram
from his country, and makes him Abra-
ham, "the father of many of nations" (CCC
59-61).

o God forms his people Israel - God formed
Israel as his people by freeing them from

slavery in Egypt. He chose Moses to lib-
erate and lead them. He established a
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II. Thién Chiia Pén Gip Con Ngudi - Mic
Khai cia Thién Chua

Vi chi nho 1y tri tu nhién con ngudi khong thé

hoan toan nhan biét Thién Chta. Qua Y Chi tu do

cua Ngai, Ngai da ban cho con nguoi chinh Ngai
bang cach mic khai ké hoach yéu thuong nhan
lanh tr mudn doi trong Chuaa Kité va Chaa Thanh

Than cho moi ngudi (GLCG 50).

Thién Chua da to minh va cho biét mau nhiém y

dinh cta Ngai cho con nguoi mdt cach ti€ém tién.

Y cua Ngai 1a con ngudi phai dén v6i Chua Cha

qua Chua Kito, trong Chtia Thanh Than, va nhu

thé chia sé thién tinh cua Ngai. Khi ty mac khai

Thién Chtia mudn gitp con nguoi co kha nang dap

tra Ngai, ciing biét va yéu mén Ngai vuot xa kha

ning riéng cua ho. Ngai chuan bi cho ho dé don
nhén mac khai ting giai doan cua Ngai, 1a diéu dat
t61 cao diém noi con ngudi va st mang ctia Chiia

Giésu Kitd6 (GLCG 51-53).

Cac Giai Doan Mic Khai

o DPdu tién Thién Chia té minh ra bang cach
ludn ludn cung cap cho con ngudi nhiing bang
chtng vé sy hién hiru caa Ngai trong cac thu
tao va mudn mé ra con duong ciru d6. Ngai
dd t6 minh ra cho nguyén t6 va ban cho cac
ngai an sung cung durc cong chinh nguyén
thuy. Sau khi hai 6ng ba da pham t01, Ngai da
nang cac vi 1én bang 10i hira on ctru do va da
khong ngung t6 sy quan tam cua Ngai cho
nhan loai. Vi Ngai mudn ban sy séng doi doi
cho tit ca nhimg ai tim on ctru d6 vé6i long kién
tri lam viéc lanh (GLCG 54-55).

e Giao Ubc véi éng Noe sau tran Pai Hong
Thuy dién ta nguyén tic cua cong trinh cua
Thién Chuia d6i véi “cac dan toc”. Ngai chia
nhan loai ra thanh nhiéu dan tdc véi ngdn ngit
khéc biét dé gidi han t01 ki€u ngao cua ban
tanh loai nguoi. Giao Udc nay van cé hiéu luc
cac trong thoi dai cac Dan Ngoai cho dén khi
Tin Ming dugc loan bao mdt cach phd quat
khip thé gian (GLCG 56-58).

e Thién Chua chon ong Abraham — Thién Chua
goi 6ng Abram rdi bo xir s& cia ong, va dbi
ong thanh Abraham “t6 phu cta nhiéu dan
toc” (GLCG 59-61).

o Thién Chua Hinh Thanh Dan Israel - Thién
Chua da lam cho dan Israel thanh Dan Ngai
khi giai phong ho khoi ach nd 1€ tai Ai Cép,
Ngai d3 tuyén chon 6ng Mosé dé giai phong



Covenat with them and gave them his law
so that they would recognize him and
serve him as the one living and true God.
Through the prophets, He nourished his
people in faith and in the expectation of
salvation through a new and everlasting
Covenant intended for all, to be written on
their hearts (CCC 62-64).

Christ Jesus - Mediator and Fullness of all
Revelation - In Jesus Christ God has finished
his revelation. After Jesus and his Apostles
there is no more public revalation. - Even if
Revelation is already complete, it has not been
made completely explicit; it remains for Chris-
tian faith gradually to grasp its full significance
over the course of the centuries. A/l private
revelation are dependent on the Revelation of
God through Christ, they do not supplement,
but help us help live more fully by it in a cer-
tain period of history (CCC 65-73).

Questions for Reflection and Discusssion

1. What is the purpose of your life and how
are you pursuing it?

2. [If after you die, your love ones want to
summarize your life in a short sentence,
what do you want them to write about

you?

3. Have you ever afraid of invisible world?
Why?

4. Does our belief in God contradict to sci-
ence? Why?

5. Find two things or events in nature to
prove the existence of God?

6. Use two things or realities in science to
prove the existence of God?

7. Have you ever experienced the presence
of God in your life? Share this experience
with other people in your group.

8. What does it mean when the Bible says
that we are created “in the image of
God”? Does a sinner still have this image
of God?

9. Why God has to reveal to us in many
stages?
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va lanh dao ho. Ngai da 1ap Giao Udc v6i ho
va ban L& Luét cua Ngai cho ho dé ho nhén
biét Ngai va phung sy Ngai nhu mot Thién
Chua hang séng, chan that va duy nhat. Qua
cac ngon su, Ngai da nudi dudng Dan Ngai
trong dirc tin, va trong niém tréng doi on Ctru
D06 qua mot Giao Udc Mdi va vinh ctru, ¢ y
danh cho tit ca moi nguoi, duoc viét trong
long ho (GLCG 59-64).
Chua Giésu Kité, Ping Trung Gian va vién
mén caa tat ca Mic Khai - Trong Chia Giésu
Kitd, Thién Chua d3 hoan tat cong viéc mac khai
ciia Ngai. Sau Chiia Giésu va cdc Téng Pé thi
khong con mot mac khai cong khai nao nita. Mac
du Mic Khai d3 hoan tat, né van chua dugc hiéu
r5; dirc tin Kitd gido van phai tir tir moi hiéu y
nghia tron ven ctia nd qua nhiéu thé ky. Tdt cd
mdc khai tw déu phu thudc vao Mic Khai cua
Thién Chtia qua Pirc Kité. Chung khong bd tuc,
nhung gitp ching ta séng tron ven hon bang Mic
Khai nay trong mét giai doan nao dé cua lich st
(GLCG 65-73).

Cic ciu héi dé Suy Nghi va Thao Luin

1.

2.

Muc dich ctia doi ban 1a gi va ban dang theo dudi
no ra sao?

Néu khi ban qua doi, nhitng nguoi than yéu ctia
ban mudn tom tit cudc doi cia ban trong mot
cau ngén, ban mudn ho viét gi vé ban?

C6 khi ndo ban cam thdy so thé gidi vo hinh
khong? Tai sao.

Niém tin cua ching ta vao sy hi¢n hiru ctia Thién
Chua c6 phan khoa hoc khong? Tai sao?

Hay tim nhitng hai diéu trong thién nhién dé
chimg minh rang ¢6 Thién Chua

Hay dung hai diéu trong khoa hoc dé chimg
minh rang ¢6 Thién Chua?

Ban c6 khi nao cam nghi¢m dugc sy hién dién
cta Thién Chua trong doi ban chua? Hay chia s¢
cam nghi¢ém cua ban vdi nhitng ngudi trong
nhom ban?

Thanh Kinh néi rang ching ta duoc tao dung
gidng hinh anh Thién Chiia nghia 1a gi? Mot
ngudi tdi 16i con hinh anh Thién Chua nay
khong?

Tai sao Thién Chua lai phai mac khai cho chung
ta theo tung giai doan?



