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Téng B6 Coéng Vu 2:36-41
Khi 4y ong Phéré noi: “Toan thé nha ft-ra-en phai biét chac diéu nay: Puc
Giésu ma anh em da treo trén thap gid, Thién Chua da dat Nguoi lam Puc
Chua va lam Pang Kito."
3'Nghe thé, ho dau dén trong 10ng, va hoi 6ng Phérd cung cac Tong Do
khac: "Thua cac anh, vy ching toi phai lam gi? " 380Ong Phéro dap: "Anh
em hay sam hoi, va mdi nguoi hay chiu phép rira nhan danh Puc Giésu Kito,
dé dugc on tha t01; va anh em s& nhan duwoc an hué 1a Thanh Than. 3°That
vay, d6 la diéu Thién Chia da htta cho anh em, cting nhu cho con chdu anh
em va tat ca nhirng nguoi ¢ xa, tat ca nhirng ngudi ma Chua la Thién Chua
chung ta sé kéu goi”.
400ng Phé-rd con dung nhiéu 16i khac dé long trong 1am chimg va khuyén
nha ho. Ong ndi: "Anh em hay tranh xa thé hé gian ta nay dé dugc cuu do.*
41"Vay nhitng ai d3 dén nhén 161 6ng, déu chiu phép rira. Va hom ay da co
thém khoang ba ngan ngudi theo dao.
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Niém Tam Sy
DK: Thaiy yéu chung con 1oi ai néi cho cung! Thay yéu chung con,

Thdy sinh xudng gian tran. Thdy yéu chung con, Thdy ban trét thin
minh, dé nuéi chiing con ngay lwu ky trin gian.

1. Thay 1a cay nho, chung con 1a nganh. Nganh nao két hop cing cay s&
tro sinh hoa trai. Nganh nao lia cay s€ kho héo lién. Ching con hay hop
trong tinh yéu Thay.

2. Nay h&i doan con yéu dau cia Thay, Thay cho chung con binh an viing
bén. Sau budn chi nira doan con dau yéu? Hay tin Cha Thay ciing 1a Cha
ctia ching con.

3. Yéu nhau chinh 13 gidi ran riéng Thay. Yéu nhau nhu Thay yéu dau
ching con. D¢ cho thé gian hiéu biét rang: chung con chinh la mén sinh
cua Thay.

O O W B W N =

Chwong Trinh

: 1/15 - Dan Nhap

: 1/22 - Buc Tin

: 1/29 - Viéc Luu Truyén Mac Khai

: 2/12 - Viéc Tao Dung

: 2/19 - Toi Loi va Mau Nhiém Su Div
: 2/26 - An Sting va Cong Chinh Ho4
: 3/05 - Mau Nhiém Nhap Thé

: 3/12 - Mau Nhiém Vuot Qua

9:

3/26 - Chua Cha va Ba Ngoi

10: 4/2 - Chua Thanh Than

11: 4/9 - HO1 Thanh 1

12:4/16 - HO6i Thanh 22

13:4/23 - Btrc Me & Cac Thanh Cung Thong Cong
14: 4/30 - Mot Phép Rira dé Tha Toi

15:5/8 - Sw Song Lai va Tt Chung
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The Universal Call to Holiness
L&l M&i Goi Nén Thanh Phd Quat

“All the faithful of Christ of
whatever rank or status, are
called to the fullness of the
Christian life and to the
perfection of charity....

In order that the faithful may
reach this perfection, they must
use their strength accordingly
as they have received it, as a
gift from Christ.

“T4t ¢4 cac tin hiru cia Puc Kitd,
bat ctr theo bac séng hay dia vi
nao, déu duoc kéu goi tién dén su
vién mén cua doi séng Kitod gido
va dén su tron lanh cua Buc Ai....
pé nguoi tin hitu co thé dat duoc
su tron lanh do, ho phai xtr dung
nhirng strc lyc nhiéu hay it tuy
theo mirc d0 ma ho da nhan nhu
mot hong an tir e Kito.

They must follow in His footsteps
and conform themselves to His
image seeking the will of the
Father in all things.

They must devote themselves
with all their being to the glory of
God and the service of their
neighbor.

In this way, the holiness of the
People of God will grow into an
abundant harvest of good, as is
admirably shown by the life of so
many saints in Church history.

Ho phai theo chan Nguoi dé dong
hinh d6ng dang véi hinh anh
Nguoi khi tim cach thuc hanh
thanh y Chta Cha trong moi su.
Ho phai hét long tim tan tuy vinh
danh Thién Chua va phuc vu tha
nhan.

Nhu thé, sy thanh thién cua Déan
Thién Chia s& sinh hoa trai doi
dao, nhu lich st Ho1 Thanh da
tung minh ching 1o rang qua doi
song cua bao vi thanh

(LG 40).
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One Baptism for the Forgiveness of Sins
M6t Phép Rira dé Tha Toi
= | confess one Baptism @ Toi tuyén xung co
for the forgiveness of mot Phép Rira dé tha
sins. tO1.
= Forgiveness of sin linked = Viéc tha to1 lién hé vai
to faith and Baptism véi dire tin va Phép
m The power of the keys - Rua
The Sacrament of @ Quyén Thao M (Chia
Reconciliation Khoa) - Bi tich Hoa
Giai

| Confess One Baptism
T6i Tuyén Xwng Co Mét Phép Rura

All the sentences before Tat ca moi cau trude do deéu
this are started with the duoc bat dau voi dong tir "Toi
verse “| believe”. tin™.

Khi chdng ta no6i “toi tin”,
chung ta khong nhitng quyét
tam dan than bang tri khon ma
con tin bang ca tAm hon cho

When we say “I believe”,
we commit ourselves not
only with our minds but

with our hearts to the one mot Thién Chiia Duy Nhat, mot
God, the one Lord Jesus Chua Giésu Kitd, Chtia Thanh
Christ, the Holy Spirit, Than, va tham chi ca Ho1

and even the Church. Thanh.
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Catholic Faith — Bc Tin Céng Giao

Faith is first of all a
personal adherence of
man to God.

At the same time, and
inseparably, it is a free
assent to the whole truth
that God has revealed.

(CCC 150)

Drc tin trude hét 1a gan bo

ban than con nguoi voi
Thién Chua.
Pong thoi va khong thé

tach biét, 1a tu nguyén chip

nhén tat ca chan 1y duoc
Thién Chua mac khai.
(GLCG 150)

| Confess One Baptism
T6i Tuyén Xung Co M6t Phép Rira

Now the creed uses the verb
"confess" for our
acknowledgment of baptism
and the forgiveness of sins,
because our confession of
these realities is important
but does not call for the
same commitment. They are
what we "confess" to be the
realities of the inner life of
the church.

Bay gio Kinh Tin Kinh st dung
dong tu "tuyén xung" dé no1 vé
viéc ching ta nhin nhan Bi Tich

Rira TO1 va on tha to1. Loi
tuyén xung vé nhitng thuc tai
nay la diéu quan trong nhung
khong doi ching ta phai co

cung mot quyet tam, vi ching
la cac thuc tai cua doi song no1

tai cua HO1 Thanh.
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| Confess One Baptism
T6i Tuyén Xuwng Co M6t Phép Rira
In baptism, we meet the visible, = Trong Bi Tich Rita T1i, ching ta

public, particular, and very much  gip ban chat hiru hinh, cong khai,
embodied nature of the church. dac thu va rat hién than caa Hoi

Christians do not become Thénh. Céc Kit6 hitu khong trd
Christians through an interior thanh Kit6 hiru qua viéc tu hién
self-realization, or through thirc hoa ndi tam, hoac qua viéc
fulfilling enough course credits,  ¢o6 du cac tin chi cua cac mon

or through filling out an hoc, hodc qua viéc dién don ding
application for membership, but  ky lam héi vién, nhung qua mot
through a process of public tién trinh khai tim (nhap dao)
initiation, and one that is cong khai, va 1a mét tién trinh vo
profoundly humbling. cung khiém ton.

| Confess One Baptism
T6i Tuyén Xwng Co M6t Phép Rura

The one to be initiated Nguoi du tong phai trai qua mot
undergoes a public bath cudc tim rira cong cong do nguoi
administered by others. khéc lam cho. B¢ 1a 1y do tai sao
Everyone who stands at the moi ngudi trong Thanh LE mdi
Eucharist each Sunday and Chtia Nhat phai Tuyén Xung Puc

recites this creed, therefore, must  Tin, phai nhin nhan mét su 1€
acknowledge a fundamental de-  thudc co ban vao nguoi khac. Tat

pendence on others. We are all ca chung ta khong chi la con cai
not only children of God, butin ~ Thién Chua, ma theo mét nghia
a real and physical sense also that sy va thé ly, cling 1a con cai
children of the church. Ho1 Thanh.
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| Confess One Baptism
T61 Tuyén Xwng Co M6t Phép Rira

Baptism is the ritual of initiation  Bi Tich Rira T6i la nghi thirc khai
that imprints the funda-mental ~ tam, khéc sdu mé hinh nén tang cua
pattern of Christian life on the doi séng Kitd hitu trén ngudi tin
believer. The efficacy of baptism  hiru. Hiéu qua ctia Bi Tich Rira Toi
does not depend on the holiness  khéng 1€ thudc vao su thanh thién
of the minister but only on the cua thtra tac vién, ma chi 1€ thudc
faith of the church as a whole vao duc tin cua Hoi Thanh noi

and the faithfulness of God. The  chung va 1ong trung tin cua Thién
symbolism of baptism, fromthe ~ Chda. Tinh biéu tuong cta Bi Tich
time of Christian originstothe ~ Ruira Tdi, tir luc khéi dau Kitd gido
present, points to the several dén nay, cho thay mot s chiéu kich
dimensions of this life. ctia doi sdng nay.

| Confess One Baptism
T6i Tuyén Xwng Co M6t Phép Rira
For adults who received baptism  Déi véi nhitng nguoi truong thanh

at the Easter vigil, it symbolized  da chiu Phép Rira trong dém canh
a sharing in Jesus' "passing over" thirc Phuc Sinh, n6 twgng trung cho

from death to life. viéc thong phan vao "cudc Vuot
The act of washing itself Qua" tir cai chét dén su song cua
symbolizes purification, and the ~ Chua Giésu.

forgiveness of sins (1 Cor 6:9- Chinh hanh dong rira twong trung

11; Eph 5:26), as well as the bath  cho su thanh tay va tha toi (1 Cor 6:
bath of rebirth, regeneration, or 9-11; Eph 5:26), ciing nhu viéc tim
resurrection (see John 3:5-8; 1 tai sinh, sinh lai hoac phuc sinh (x.
Pet 1:3, 23; Tit 3:5; Rom 6: 1-1 Ga 3:5-8; 1 Phr 1:3, 23; Tit 3:5;

1). Rom 6:1-1 1).
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| Confess One Baptism
T6i Tuyén Xwng Co Mét Phép Rura

The taking off of old clothingand  Viéc c¢éi bd y phuc cli va méac
the putting on of new clothing ly y phuc méi twong trung cho
symbolizes the leaving behind of  viéc tir bé con nguoi cii va

the old self and the taking on ofa  nhan léy mot can tinh mai, 1a

new identity, one created can tinh duogc tao nén theo hinh
according to the image of Christ anh cua Ptrc Kit6 (Gal 3:27;
(Gal 3:27; Col 3:10-11). Col 3:10-11).

| Confess One Baptism
Toi Tuyén Xwng Co Mét Phép Rwra

The lighted candles used in Nhitng cay nén thip sang dugc sir
baptism symbolize the dung trong Bi Tich Rura T61 tugng
illumination of the mind and  trung cho vi¢c soi sang tri khon va
heart through the light that is  tdm hon bang anh séng 1a Puc Kitd
Christ (see Eph 5:14) as "the  (x. Eph 5:14) nhu "vinh quang cua
glory of God shining on the Thién Chua rang ngoi trén guong
face of Christ" (2 Cor 4:6). mat Puc Kitd" (2Cr 4: 6).
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| Confess One Baptism
T6i Tuyén Xuwng C6 M6t Phép Rira

Finally, the anointing of the Cudi cing, xttc dau ctiia Chua
Spirit symbolizes our Thanh Than tuong trung cho viéc
adoption as children of God chung ta dugc nhan lam nghia tir
(Gal 4:6-7), who are called cua Thién Chua (Gal 4: 6-7), dugc
to be "conformed to the moi goi "nén dong hinh dong dang
image of his Son, so that he v6i Con cia Ngai, dé Nguoi lam
might be the first-born of truong ti gitra mot dan em dong

many children™ (Rom 8:29). dac" (Rm 8:29).

The path of Christian discipleship  Nhu thé, con duong lam mén dé
and spirituality is therefore marked va tdm linh cua Kitd hiru duoc
out by this pattern of initiation. danh dau bang miu khai tam nay.
Not only individual Christians but  Khong chi ¢4 nhan cac Kitd hiru
the church as a whole are marked ~ ma toan thé Hoi Thanh ciing duogc

out as a community whose life danh dau nhu mot cong dong ma
demands moving constantly and ~ doi song doi hoi phai di chuyén va
progressively, from slavery to tién bo khong nging, tir nd 1é sang
freedom, from fear to boldness, tir do, tir s¢ hi sang tao bao, tir tdi
from death to life, from light to tam sang su sang, tir ich ky sang
darkness, from selfishness to tinh yéu dai luong, theo khuoén

generous love, in the pattern of the mau cua Chaa Giésu hiang song va
living Lord Jesus and as guided by duoc Chiia Thanh Than hudng
the Holy Spirit. dan.
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Growth in the Spirit means
understanding ever more
deeply and enacting ever more
consistently the gift that has
been given us by God: "As
you therefore have received
Christ Jesus the Lord,
continue to live your lives in
him, rooted and built up in
him and es-tablished in the
faith, just as you were taught,
abounding in thanksgiving"
(Col 2:6-7).

Sy 16n 1én trong CTT nghia 1a hiéu
biét cang ngdy cang siu xa hon va
dién ta trong doi sbng mot cach kién
dinh hon bao gio hét hong 4n ma
Thién Chua da ban cho chung ta:
“nhu anh em da nhan Puc Kito
Giésu lam Chua, thi hdy tiép tuc
song két hop voi Nguoi. Anh em hay
hay bén ré sau va xay dung doi minh
trén nén tang 1a Puc Kito Giésu, hay
dua vao duc tin ma anh em da duoc
thu huén, va dé cho long chan chtra
niém tri 4n cam ta" (Col 2: 6-7).

Such growth in insight and
practice requires of us that we
ever more surely and steadily
"put on the Lord Jesus Christ"
(Rom 13:14), and have "the
mind of Christ" (1 Cor 2:16),
"fulfill the law of Christ" (Gal
6:2), and "learn obedience
from what we suffer" as he did
(Heb 5:8), until "all of us come
to the unity of the faith and of
the knowledge of the Son of
God, to maturity, to the
measure of the full stature of
Christ" (Eph 4:13).

Viéc 16n 1én trong sy hiéu biét va
thuc hanh nhu thé doi budc chung ta
phai cang ngay cang "mac lay Chia
Giésu Kitd" (Rm 13:14) cach chac
chin va vitng vang hon, va ¢ "tu
tudng cua Puc Kito" (1Cr 2:16),
"chu toan luat cua buc Kitd" (Gal 6:
2) cung "hoc vang 101 qua nhiing dau
kho" nhu Nguoi da 1am (Dt 5:8), cho
dén khi "tat ca ching ta dat dugc su
hiép nhat trong dtic tin, va trong sur
hiéu biét vé Con Thién Chua, d¢ tré
nén mot ngudi truong thanh, toi tim
vOc tuong xurng vo1 su toan ven cua
buc Kit6." (Eph 4:13).

10
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Why does the creed specify
that baptism is "one"?

"There is one body and one
Spirit, just as you were called
to the one hope of your calling,
one Lord, one faith, one
baptism, one God and Father
of all, who is above all and
through all and in all" (Eph
4:4-5).

it Is to assert something about
the character of the church: one
baptism strikes the notes of her
unity and catholicity.

Tai sao Kinh Tin Kinh xac dinh réng
chi c6 “mot” Phép Rura?

"Chi c6 mot than thé, va mot Than
Khi, nhu anh em da duoc kéu moi
trong mot niém hy vong ctia on goi
cua anh em. Chi c6 mdt Chua, mot
dtrc tin, mot phép rira. Chi c6 mot
Thién Chua va Cha cua moi nguoi,
Déng ngu trén moi su, qua moi su va
trong moi nguoi" (Eph 4:4-6).

N ciing khang dinh dic tinh cta
H§1 Thanh: mgt Phép Rira nhan
manh dén tinh hop nhat va cong gido
cua Hoi Thanh.

=  Wherever there are Christians,
there is baptism.

= Itisthe one (and only)
sacrament we all partake,

= the one ritual we all agree is
necessary.

= And despite all our differences
about the manner and timing of
baptism, we all agree that it is
given "for the forgiveness of
sins™ and that it decisively
moves us from the world into
the church of Jesus Christ.

= For this very reason, baptism is
also "one" in that it is not to be
repeated.

m Bat ¢t noi nao c6 Kitd hitu, thi ¢ d6
c6 Bi Tich Rira Toi.

m Do 1a bi tich duy nhat ma tat ca
chung ta déu thong phan,

@ mot nghi thirc ma tt ca chung ta déu
dong y 1a can thiét.

m  Vabat chép tat ca su khac biét cua
chung ta vé cach thuc va thoi gian
cua Phép Rura, tat ca chung ta déu
dong y rang n6 dugc ban dé "tha to1"
va dua ching ta mdt cach quyét dinh
tur thé gian vao Ho1 Thanh cia Chaa
Giésu Kito.

@ Chinh vi 1y do nay, Phép Rura cling
chi dugc lanh "mot 1an" ma khong
duoc lap lai.

11
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= Because baptism is one, we do
not need a later "baptism in
the Spirit" that makes one
"born again" or releases the
gifts of the Holy Spirit.

= Paul, indeed, insists that
nothing fundamentally adds to
the status given to the
baptized as adopted children
of God.

= He insists that those who are
baptized into Christ are all
one, and that there is no
longer Jew or Greek, slave or
free, male and female (3:28).

m Boi vi Phép Rua 13 duy nhét, nén
sau nay chung ta khong can mot
"Phép Rira trong Thanh Than" dé
cho mot nguoi "dugc tai sinh" hodc
tha cac on ctia Chia Thanh Than ra.

@ Théanh Phaold khang dinh rang, theo
co ban thi khong c6 gi ¢6 thé thém
vao dia vi dugc ban cho ngudi dugce
rura to1 nhu dudng tur cia Thién
Chua.

m Ngai nhidn manh rang nhitng ngudi
da dugc rira toi vao Duc Kitd déu 1a
mot, va khong con l1a ngudi Do Thai
hay nguot Hy Lap, n6 1€ hay tu do,
nam hay nir ntra (3:28).

Because of that, a priest (or
pastor) is not "more
Christian™ than a layperson,
nor is the Pope in any
fundamental way of more
significance (except in terms
of responsibility and the call
to service) than a lay person,
or a DRE of a Parish, nor is
the crusade evangelist closer
to God as an evangelist than
a Confirmation or First
Communion student.

Chinh vi thé ma mot linh muc
(hay cha s&) chua chic da 1a mot
"Kito6 hitu tot hon" mot gido dan,
ngay ca mot Gido Hoang, theo co
ban, cling khong quan trong hon
(ngoai trir vé trach nhiém va on
goi phuc vu) mot gidao dan hay
mot Truong Ban Gido Ly ciia mot
Gido Xu; cling nhu mot nha
truyén gido lang thao rao giang
khap noi ma gan giii Thién Chua
hon mot hoc sinh trong 16p Thém
Strc hay XTRLLD.

12
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The Church jn the plan of God
HOi Thanh trong ké hoach cua Thién Chua

@ The church is primarily @ Hoi Thanh chu yéu 1a
an organization of mot to chirc clia gido
laypeople - the primary dan - cac thanh vién

members of the church -
are baptized and
confirmed believers

chinh cua Ho1 Thanh,
cac tin htru da duoc rua

whose main to1 va thém sure, la
responsibilities lie nhiing nguoi ¢o trach
outside church nhiém chinh nam ngoai
sanctuaries. khuon vién nha tho

The Church jn the plan of God
HOi Thanh trong ké hoach cua Thién Chua

@ The church exists to bring @ Hoi thanh hién hiru dé mang su

the life and love of Christ song va tinh yéu cua Buc Kitd
into the world, and the vao thé gian, va c4c thanh vién
church's lay members live gido dan ctia Hoi Thanh séng va
and work in the world. lam viéc trong thé gian.

@ Therefore, laypeople bear @ Do d6, gido dan chiu trach
prime responsibility for nhi¢m chinh trong viéc thuc thi
carrying out the church's st ménh cta Hoi Thanh trong
mission in the world. thé gian.

13



5/7/2019

But many people regard the
clergy as holier and more
knowledgeable than
laypeople. The simple state-
ment of the creed challenges
this tendency, and reminds all
all the faithful who recite it
not only that all the baptized
are equal in the sight of the
Lord, but that they are also
all equally responsible for the
body of Christ and equally
responsible to him.

Nhung nhiéu ngudi thuong coi
cac giao si nhu nhitng nguoi
thanh thién va hiéu biét hon gido
dan. Lo tuyén xung don gian
ctia Kinh Tin Kinh thach d6
ching ta xét lai khuynh hudng
nay, va nhac nhd tat ca cac tin
hitu doc no rang khong nhitng tat
ca moi nguoi da duoc rura toi déu
binh dang truéc mat Thién Chua,
ma ciing dong trach nhiém dbi
véi than thé cta Puc Kitd va chiu
trach nhiém nhu nhau truedc mat

Nguoi.

for the Forgiveness of Sins - dé Tha Téi

The creed links the one baptism
directly to the forgiveness of sins
by a phrase that can mean both
purpose and result:

Baptism is given for the purpose of

forgiving sins, it leads to the

forgiveness of sins, and it generates

the practice of forgiving sins.

The connection between baptism
and the forgiveness of sins is
firmly grounded in the New
Testament.

Kinh Tin Kinh lién két mot
Phép Rira truc tiép v6i on tha
t01 béng mdt cum tr ¢6 thé cb
nghia vé ca muc dich 1an két
qua:

Phép Rura dugc ban cho véi
muc dich tha t0i, n6 dan dén su
tha t01 va no tao ra viéc thuc
hanh su tha t0i.

Su két hop gitra Bi Tich Rira
Tdi va viée tha tdi ¢6 nén tang
vitng chac trong Tan Uéc.

14
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The Creed asserts that God
entered human existence "for us ...
and for our salvation," so it
affirms that in baptism this
salvation is expressed by "the
forgiveness of sins."

If ... baptism is given for the
forgi-veness of sins, then
forgiveness of sins must mean
more than the mere cancellation of
a debt in the past. It must mean, as
well, a lifting of the weight of
sinful attitude and disposition that
drags us downward.

Kinh Tin Kinh khang dinh rang
Thién Chua da di vao doi song
nhan loai "vi loai nguo1 ching ta.
Va dé ctiru do chung ta", ... trong
Phép Rura, sy ctiru do nay duoc
dién ta bang “viéc tha toi".

Néu ... Phép Rira duoc ban cho dé
tha td1, thi viéc tha tdi phaico y
nghia nhiéu hon 13 viéc x6a bo
mot khoan no trong qua khu. Diéu
ay phai c6 nghia 13, lam giam bot
ganh ning cua thai do toi 16i va
khuynh hudng kéo chiing ta di
xubng.

Baptism into the Christian
community therefore means
initiation into a community
enlivened by the forgiveness of
sins and called to the practice of
forgiveness. The church is (at least
least potentially) a place of
healthy realism about sin in a
world that does not recognize it as
such.

Many among us have virtually
abandoned the notion of personal
sin, treating it as a pathology due
to genes or environment, but
certainly not the result of free

Do d6, Phép Rira vao cong dong
Kito hiru c6 nghia 1a viéc bat dau
gia nhap vao mot cong dong duoc
sinh dong hod boi on tha to1 va
dugc mo1 goi thuc hanh viéc tha
thir. Ho1 Thanh (it 1a c6 kha nang)
la mot noi ciia chu nghia hién thuc
lanh manh vé toi 15i trong mot thé
g161 khong cong nhan n6 nhu vay.
Nhiéu ngudi trong ching ta hau
nhu da chdi tir khai niém vé i 16
ca nhan, coi n6 nhu mdt bénh gay
ra boi gen hodc moi truong, nhung
chic chan khong phai 1a két qua
cua su lua chon tu do.

15
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Concepts of Sins — Quan Niém vé Toi

= as a pathology due to genes @ nhu mot bénh gay ra bdi gen
or environment, but hodc moi trudng, nhung chic
certainly not the result of chan khong phai 1a két qua cta
free choice. su lua chon tu do.

= because we have not @ viching ta khong nuoi dudng
nurtured our own best nhitng tiém ning tot nhat cta
potentials... chinh minh...

= we have been massively @ chung ta da bi nguoi nguoi khac
sinned against, and our xuc pham mot cach trAm trong,
traumas are so many and so va bi qua nhiéu ton thuong rat
profound that forgiveness is sdu dam dén ndi khong thé tha
Impossible thtr cho nguoi ta dugc.

Concepts of Sins — Quan Niém vé Toi
m The message of the good news, = st diép cua Tin Mung bit dau
which begins with the recogn- v6i viée thira nhan rang tat ca
ition that we all need to repent, chung ta can phai hoan cai, boi
because we are all sinners. vi tit ca chiing ta déu 13 nhitng
= What a remarkably positive ngudi toi 10i.
appreciation of human dignity @ Viéc that sy danh gia tich cuc
is the recognition that we are dang ké vé nhan pham la nhin
not merely the result of others' nhan rang minh khong chi don
decisions or social pressures or thuan 13 két qua cta cac quyét
even underdeveloped dinh hay ap luc xa hoi hay thdm
evolution, but are free chi sy tién hoa kém phat trién,
creatures! ma la nhirng thy tao tu do!
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Concepts of Sins — Quan Niém vé Toi

= We are responsible for our
actions. We are therefore also
responsible for the harm we
do to ourselves and other
people.

@ We are, to put it simply,
guilty of sin. Guilt is not a
feeling but a rational
estimation of human
responsibility. Guilt is not a
block to self-esteem but a
step toward self-honesty.

Chung ta chiu trach nhiém vé cic hanh
dong ctia minh. Do d0, cling chiu trach
nhiém vé nhiing tai hai ma chung ta
gay ra cho chinh minh va cho tha
nhan.

No6i mot cach don gian, chiing ta cam
thay minh toi 16i. Cam giac toi 15i
khong phai 12 mot cam giac, ma la mot
udc tinh hop 1y vé trach nhiém cua con
ngudi. Cam giac toi 16i khong phai 1a
mot khdi ngan chan su tu trong ma la
mdt budc dé tu thanh that véi minh.

Sins & Forgiveness —T6i L6i & Tha Thi

@ Guilt does not cover us in
shame but opens us to
forgiveness.... acknowledge
that we need, not our own
forgiveness, but God's
forgiveness....

@ And what a fitting thing it is
that—as the Lord's own prayer
tells us—as we ask God for
forgiveness, so are we obliged
also to practice forgiveness
toward others (Mt 6:12; Luke
11:4).

m  Cam giac toi 161 khong bao phu
chung ta trong hd nguoi, nhung
mo ra cho su tha thir.... nhin nhan
rang chung ta can, khong phai su
tha thir ciia chinh minh, ma su tha
thtr cia Thién Chua....

@ Va that 1a mot diéu phu hop, nhu
Kinh Nguyén cta Chinh Chua bao
chung ta, khi chung ta cau xin
Thién Chua tha thir, thi chung ta
cling budc phai thuc hanh su tha
thir dbi voi ngudi khac (Mt 6:12;
Lc 11: 4).
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Sins & Forgiveness —T6i L6i & Tha Thi

@ The creed tells us that the church, ® Do d6, Kinh Tin Kinh cho chiing

therefore, is at least this: a com- ta biét rang Hoi Thanh, it nhat 13
munity that recognizes that it is thé nay: mot cong dong ¥ thirc
sinful and stands in need of God's rang minh t6i 16i va can on tha
forgiveness, and a community that thtr ciia Thién Chua, va mot cong
seeks to embody the practice of d6ng tim cach thuc hanh su tha
forgiveness as a sign to the world thtr nhu mot diu chi cho thé gian
(see James 5:13-18). (x. Gec 5: 13-18).

= But the difficulty of the practice @ Nhung khong nén coi thuong
of forgiveness should not be nhitng khé khan cuia viéc thuc
underestimated. hanh sy tha thu.

Sins & Forgiveness —T0i L6i & Tha Thw

= We learn the true nature of @ Chung ta hoc dugc ban chét that
forgiveness from the way in su cua su tha thir tir cach ma
which God forgives us. Thién Chua tha thtr cho chung ta.

= Because God knows us m Boi vi Ngai biét rd ching ta,
completely, God is also able Ngai cling ¢ thé thiy rang chung
to see that we are not totally ta khong hoan toan dong hoa vai
identified with our sinful hanh vi ti 16i ciia minh, ngay ca
behavior, even if we think of khi chung ta nghi vé minh nhu
ourselves as defined by sin. dong hoa véi toi 16i.

= God is able to see and to m Thién Chaa co thé nhin thay va
summon a self that we tap trung vao mat cai téi ma co Ié
perhaps are not able to see. chiing ta khong thé thay.
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Sins & Forgiveness —T6i L6i & Tha Thi

We can learn how to forgive @ Chung ta c6 thé hoc cich tha thi
each other from the way in cho nhau tir cach Thién Chtia tha
which God forgives us. thtr cho minh.

We can cultivate the habit of @ Chuing ta c6 thé nudi dudng thoi
seeing in others a self that is quen nhin thay trong ngudi khac

not defined by their sin. mot cai toéi1 khong bi xac dinh baoi

We can seek that self and ti 16i ciia ho.

call it into being, encou- @ Chung ta c6 thé tim kiém cai t6i d6

raging the growth of that va tao ra no, khuyén khich su phat

larger self that is capable of trién clia cai to6i 1on hon, 1a cai toi

living in communion. c6 kha ning song trong sy hiép
thong.

Sins & Forgiveness —T6i L6i & Tha Thw
And as we learn this discipline @ Va khi chiing ta hoc dugc cach tha
of genuine forgive-ness, we thir thue su nay, ching ta ciing trd
also grow larger, both because nén 16n hon, vi dén luot ching ta
we are forgiven in turn and cling duoc tha thtr va vi chung ta
because we increasingly see our  ngay cang nhin thay nhimng ngudi
neighbors as God perceives lan cén ctia minh nhu Thién Chua
them. thay ho.
But let us also always be aware m Nhung ciing phai ludn ¥ thirc rang
that we are not God. minh khong phai 1a Thién Chua.
we must truly implore the m chung ta phai thyc sy cau xin
merciful God to forgive us, so Thién Chta nhan tir tha thir cho
that we might someday minh, dé mot ngay nio d6 chung ta
approach forgiving others. c6 thé tha thir cho nguoi khac.
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Closing Prayer

O loving and gracious God,/ Father of all,/ you bless your people in
every time and season/ and provide for their needs through your
providential care./ Your Church is continually in need of priests,

sisters and brothers/ to offer themselves in the service of the Gospel by
lives of dedicated love.

Open the hearts of your sons and daughters/ to listen to your call in their
lives./ Give them the gift of understanding/ to discern your invitation/ to
serve you and your Church./ Give them the gift of courage to follow your
call./

May they have the spirit of young Samuel/ who found fulfillment in his
life/ when he said to you,/ "Speak Lord, for your servant is listening.*/
We ask this through Jesus Christ,/ our Lord and Redeemer./ Amen./

20



