REVIEW OF CATHOLIC BELIEFS — ON LAI TiN LY

Statements like “I believe” and “we believe”
both mean more than mere intellectual assent.
They imply a level of personal commitment and
handing over of oneself to something bigger
than oneself.

Faith seeks understanding (CCC 158). A

person has faith because he or she trusts the

one who reveals. One who has faith seeks to
know better the object of that trusting
commitment and therefore seeks
understanding.

Function of Creeds: Summary of the faith,

Unites people in the faith, Provides a common

language of faith, Still serves initial liturgical

initiatory function

Divine Revelation is God’s self-communication

to humanity.

There is One Word of God, which is

transmitted by Scripture and Tradition.

o The Scriptures are a particularly privileged
part of the Tradition. We believe that
infallibly transmit the truth God wished to
reveal for the sake of our salvation.

o Tradition is authoritative because it
represents the considered reflection of the
community of faith and the intentional
articulation of something as being
important and worthy of being handed on.
Tradition is not so inflexible as to be
incapable of adapting to new times,
guestions, and modes of expression.
Tradition, however, demands continuity of
development and cannot admit a radical
break from the past.

o The magisterium is the official teaching
authority of the Church and consists in all
the bishops of the world in communion with
one another and with the Pope who is head
of their college. Apostolic succession is
one of the ways in which the magisterium
guarantees its fidelity to the apostolic
tradition. The magisterium is the servant
and not master of Divine Revelation. Its
task is to safeguard it and ensure its
transmission from generation to generation
wholly, integrally, and correctly.

In order for a teaching to be infallible it must

either be presented clearly as such by an

ecumenical council (e.g. Christological
definition of Chalcedon) or by the pope
teaching ex cathedra (e.g Dogma of the

Assumption) or it must be the constantly held

teaching of the Church in all places for all times

and taught as essential. (E.g. the bodily
resurrection of Jesus).

Ca loi tuyén xwng “Toi Tin” va “Chang t6i tin”
déu c6 nghia nhiéu hon viéc chi wng thuan
theo tri khén. Chang &m chi mét mirc do quyét
tam ca nhan va hién minh cho Dang nao d6
I&n hon minh.

Dure tin tim sy hiéu blet (GL 158). Mot ngu o

c6 dirc tin vi ngwoi ay tin twdng vao Dang mac

khai. NQU’O’I co dire tin tim cach b|et ré hon vé
chu thé cla sy tin twong pho thac 4y, va chinh

vi thé ma nguoi Ay tim sy hiéu biét.

Chtrc nang cua cac Kinh Tin Kinh: Tém lwoc

dure tin, Lién két dan lai trong dirc tin, Cung

c&p mot ngdbn ngi chung vé dire tin, Van con

phuc vu chirc nang phung vu khai tam

Mac Khai cta Thién Chua la viéc Thién Chua

tw thdng truyén Chinh Minh cho nhéan loai.

Chi c6 Mét L&i Duy Nhét cta Thién Chaa dwoc

truyén lai qua Thanh Kinh va Thanh Truyén.

o Théanh Kinh 1a mot phan wu tuyén cta
Thanh Truyén. Ching ta tin rdng Thanh
Kinh thong truyén cach khéng sai lAm chan
ly ma Thién Chaa mudn mé&c khai cho vi
phan réi ching ta..

o Théanh Truyén c6 quyén binh b&i vi Thanh
Truyén tiéu biéu cho suy niém dwoc xem
Xet ky luwdng cla cong dong duc tin va

cong bd rd rang c6 chd dich vé mot diéu gi
dé dwoc coi la quan trong va dang duoc
truyén lai. Thanh Truyén khéng qué cirng
nhac dén ndi khdng thé thich &ng véi cac
thoi dai, cac van dé, cac cach dién ta mai.
Tuy nhién, Thanh Truyén doi phai c6 sw
phét trién lién tuc va khéng thé dut khoat
doan tuyét véi qua khir.

o Huén Quyén la 1a quyén gi4o huén chinh
thtrc cGia HOi Thanh va hé tai viéc tat ca
cac Giam Muc trén thé gi¢i hiép thong véi
Plrc Thanh Cha, la thu l&nh cta Giam Muc
doan. Viéc ké vi cac Tong Db 1a mét cach
trong d6 Huan Quyén dam bao sw trung
thanh véi truyén théng cac Téng D. Huén
Quyén la day t& chir khéng phai chl nhan
cGa Than Khai. Nhiém vu Huin Quyén |a
bdo vé nd va dam bao viéc thdng truyén n6
tlr thé hé nay qua thé hé khac céach tron
ven, tinh nguyén va ding dan.

Dé mét gido huan duoc khong thé sai 1am, no

phai dwoc trinh bay rd rang nhw thé bi mot

Cong déng chung (nhw: dinh tin vé Kitd hoc

clia Chalcedon) hoac b&i Blrc Gido Hoang day

trén Toa Th. Phérd (nhw Tin Diéu Dic Me Lén

Tréi) hodc phai 1a gido huan dwoc day lién tuc

cla Hoi Thanh & tat ca moi noi cho moi thoi

dai va dwoc day nhu didu thiét yéu. (nhw, viéc

Phuc Sinh ctia Chaa Giésu).



Non-infallible but authentic teaching still calls
for the religious submission of mind and will by
the faithful.

The key theological elements of the doctrine of
Revelation are that: everything that exists has
its origin in God, God created out of nothing,
creation is at its origins good, God had a
purpose and will in creation.

Because all of creation reflects something of
the Creator and his divine will, there are things
that can be known about God as the basis of
his works (i.e. natural revelation).

God acts in the one eternal now, but that one
action of God is continually present in time, so
God is still creating; creation is still unfolding;
and that all creation is held into existence by
the ongoing creative will of God.

By the will of God, human beings have been
made collaborators and co-creators with God.
Human beings, being made in the image and
likeness of God, have an innate dignity as
persons and are uniquely capable of both self-
knowledge and self-gift.

Human beings are both corporal and spiritual,
united in one person.

Man and woman have been willed by God as
perfectly equal human persons each of whom
is in the image and likeness of God. Each
reflects differently some of the perfections of
the creator. Man and woman are made for one
another and are intended to complement one
another and enter into communion with one
another.

Sin is an action (or a failure to act) which fails
to show appropriate love and respect for God
and other people as a result of a disordered
attachment to some created good.

Original Sin refers to the brokenness of the
human condition by which people’s attractions
are disordered and tend to value created
goods over the things that are truly of highest
value. Personal sins are the misuse of human
freedom to which we are oriented by Original
Sin.

Evil remains a great mystery, the answer to
which is only found in the Paschal Mystery.
Nonetheless, an understanding that evil comes
as a result of the sin that is the abuse of
human freedom helps in understanding in part
the persistence of evil in the world.

God desires the salvation of each and every
human person and freely offers the grace that
would lead to that salvation to everyone. The
acceptance or refusal of that grace is the free
choice of each individual person.

Gido huan c6 thé sai IAm nhwng xac thwc van
md&i goi sy phuc tung tén giao cda tam trivay
chi cda tin hivu.

Céc yéu t6 than hoc quan trong cla giao Iy vé
Mac Khai la: moi s hién hiru déu bat ngudn tw
Thién Chua, Ngai tao dwng tr nhwng khéng,
thu tao tot dep & ngudn gbc, Thién Chla co
muc dich va y dinh trong viéc tao dwng.

Vi tt ca thu tao phan anh mot diéu gi dé cla
Tao Héa va Thanh Y Ngai, c6 nhivng diéu cé
thé dwoc biét vé Thién Chda nhw nén tang cac
cdng trinh cda Ngai (nhw mac khai tw nhién).
TC hanh dong trong mét hién tai vinh ctru,
nhwng hanh déng cta TC lién tuc hién dién
trong thoi gian, vi vay TC van dang tao dung;
Viéc sang tao van con mé ra; va moi thu tao
tén tai nhd' y sang tao khdng nglrng ctia TC.
Theo Thanh Y Thién Chua, con nguoi da duoc
lam cong sy vién va déng sang tao véi Ngai.
Con nguoi, dwoc tao dwng theo hinh anh va
gibng Thién Chua, c6 mot phdm gia bam sinh
nhw nhirng nhan vi va cé kha néng dac thu vé
ca viéc biét minh I1an tw hién.

Con ngudi c6 ca xac hon, hop nhéat trong mot
nhan vi.

Nguw&i nam va nguoi nir da dwoc Thién Chua
mubn nhw hai nhan vi hoan toan binh dang,
mdi ngwoi déu co hinh anh va giadng Thién
Chua. M&i ngudi phdn anh mét cach khac
nhau mét s6 sw hoan hao cta Dang Tao Hoa.
Ngw&i nam va ngudi nik dwgc tao dwng cho
nhau va cé y dé bé tic cho nhau cung hiép
théng v&i nhau.

Toi la mot hanh dong (hay mét sy thiéu hanh
dong) khong té ra yéu mén va kinh trong TC va
tha nhan mot cach thich hgp, nhw hau qua clta
viéc blra bai quyén luyén mot thu tao nao do.
Toi T6 Tong nbi vé sy dd vé cla tinh trang con
ngudi ma qua dé nhivng sw quyén ri cua ho bi
rbi loan va c6 khuynh hwéng coi trong céc thu
tao hon nhivng gi thuc sy c6 gia tri toi cao. Toi
ca nhan la sy lam dung ty do cua con ngudi,
la diéu ma ching ta bi hwéng vé béi Toi
Nguyén To.

Sw di¥ van la mdt mau nhiém Ién, chi tim dwoc
cau tra |oi trong Mau Nhiém Vwot Qua. Tuy
nhién, mot sy hiéu biét rang sy di» dén nhw
hau qua cla tdi 16i 1a sw lam dung tw do cla
con ngwdi, gitp hiéu dwoc mét phan nao sy
tén tai cla sy di trén thé gian.

Thién Chda muén moi ngudi dwoc clru d6 va
ban an stng cho ho cach nhwng khdng dé dan
ho dén on ctru rdi. Viéc don nhan hay chdi t
an sdng cua Thién Chula la do sw chon lya tw
do cua con nguoi.



Grace is a participation in the life of God.
Redemption is being freed from the slavery
of sin.

Salvation is the restoration of the original will
for humanity, i.e. the process of becoming
fully human in the way that Jesus uniquely
was.

The Word became flesh in order to save us
by reconciling us with God, so that we might
know God'’s love, and to be our model of
holiness. He also makes us partakers of
divine nature.

The central component of Jesus’ teaching
was the proclamation of the in-breaking of
the Kingdom of God — kingdom marked by
forgiveness, reconciliation, the removal of
things that bind, enslave, or cause suffering
and a new intimacy between God and
humanity.

The choice of associates is a part of Jesus’
proclamation of the kingdom and points to
the fact that it about God’s free gift and
God’s power to bring in those on the margins
that are distinctive about God'’s kingdom.
Jesus’ death was an execution by those who
felt threatened by his message. Thus Jesus’
death served as a final witness to his life, i.e.
to his own lifestyle and teaching. Had Jesus
renounced his teachings or toned them
down, he could have avoided the death he
instead chose to endure.

Jesus’ revelation is not limited to his death or
even to the content of his sayings. Rather,
everything about Jesus — the fact of his
Incarnation, the miracles he performed,
those with whom he kept company, how he
spoke and what he said, the manner of his
death, his resurrection — all of these are part
of the way in which he reveals his heavenly
Father.

Jesus’ life was what God had intended
human life to be from the beginning. Not
only was Jesus fully human, he was the first
fully human being since Adam.

Jesus’ resurrection is an historical event in
that we believe that Jesus was an actual
historical person lived in a particular place at
a particular time, who was killed, and then
came to life again with a physical body that
stands in direct continuity with the body of
the person who was put to death.

Jesus’ resurrection is a transcendent event in
that the risen body of Jesus was transformed
and glorified in a way different from ordinary
matter. It is an event that transcends the
ordinary categories of time and space.
Because of its transcendent qualities, its full

An sting | sy tham dw vao doi sdng cta Thién
Chda.

Clru chudc 1a dwoc gidi thoat khoi no 1& ca toi I8
Clru d6 la sw phuc héi y mudn nguyén thuy clia
Thién Chaa danh cho nhan loai, nhw 1a, mot tién
trinh dé tré nén con ngwdi tron ven nhw Chua Giésu
da lam nguwd&i cach déc dao.

Ngbi Loi lam ngwdi dé ciru ching ta bang cach hoa
gidi chling ta véi Thién Chia, ngd hau ching ta c6
thé biét tinh yéu cta Ngai, va tré thanh mau gwong
thanh thién cla chung ta. Ngwoi cling cho ching ta
dwoc thong phan vao ban tinh Thién Chua

Thanh phan chinh cla gido huén cia Chla Giésu la
cong bo sw dot nhap ctia Nwéc Thién Chia — mot
nwéc dwoce danh dau bang sw tha thi, [am hoa, cét
di nhi¥ng gi tr6i budc, nd 1& hod, hodc gay ra dau khd
va bang mét sy mat thiét méi gitra Thién Chuaa va
nhan loai.

Viéc chon cac cdng s vién la mét phan cua viéc
cong bé Nwée Troi ciia Chia Giésu va chi dén sw
that la viéc chon lwa nay 1a néi vé hdng an nhung
khdng cla quyén nang Thién Chua. Viéc dem nhirng
ngudi & ngoai & vao la diéu dac thd cia Nwdc Thién
Chda.

Cai chét clia Chla Giésu |a mot cudc x& tt bai
nhitng k& da cadm thay bi s& diép cia Ngudi de doa.
Nhuw thé cai chét clia Chia la chieng tir cudi cling
cho d&i sdng (nhw cach sbng va gido huén) cla
Nguwdi. Néu Chua tir bd gido huan cla Ngudi hay néi
céch vira phai, Nguoi co thé tranh céi chét, nhung
Nguwdi da chon chiu chét.

Viéc Mac khai cua Chua Giésu khdng chi gi¢i han
trong céi chét ctia Ngwoi hay tham chi trong néi
dung cta nhitng gi Ngudi n6i. Nhwng tréi lai, tat ca
nhirng gi vé Chia Giésu — sw kién Nhap Thé, cac
phép la Ngudi lam, cac dong ban cta Chla, cach
Nguwoi néi va nhivng gi ngwoi ndi, cach chét va séng
lai ctia Nguoi — tat ca déu la thanh phan cla céach
mac khai Cha Trén Tr&i cia Nguoi.

Cuéc séng ctia Chua Giésu 13 diéu Thién Chua da cé
y cho cudc séng con ngudi tir ban dau. Khéng
nhirng Chua Giésu hoan toan la con nguw®i ma
Nguwoi la con ngwdi hoan toan dau tién ké tir 6ng
Adam.

Viéc Phuc Sinh cGa Chta Giésu la mét bién cé lich
str ma trong dé chung ta tin rang Chta Giésu |a mét
nhan vat lich s& that sw da séng & mot noi chén va
thoi gian nhét dinh, Dang da bi giét chét, va sau do
da séng lai véi mot than xac thé Iy 1a than xac truc
tiép lién tuc véi than xac cla ngudi da bi xd tir.

Sw sbng lai cia Chia Giésu |a mét bién cb siéu viét
trong d6 than xac phuc sinh cia Chia Giésu dwgc
bién ddi va dwoc vinh hién mét cach khac vai vat
chét théng thwong. D6 1a mét bién cb siéu viét nhirng
pham tru thong thwérng thudc vé thdi gian va khong
gian. B&i vi nhirng tinh chét siéu viét ctia n6, ching



meaning can only be appreciated by means
of faith.

The Council of Chalcedon defined, “one and
the same Christ, Lord, and only-begotten
Son, is to be acknowledged in two natures
without confusion, change, division, or
separation.”

It is important to acknowledge the full and
complete humanity of Jesus since, if Jesus
were less than fully human he could neither
be the perfect model for us nor could
humanity have been full redeemed since
“that which is not assumed is not redeemed.”
It is important to acknowledge the full divinity
of Jesus since otherwise he and his life have
no power to save us.

The fact that it took four centuries to come up
with adequate language to describe Christian
faith in Jesus points to the fact that though
Revelation is complete, the understanding

ta chi hiéu gia tri cGa y nghia tron ven clia n6 nhd
durc tin.

Cong dbng Chalcedon da dinh nghia, “Cling mot
Dang duy nhat 14 Dic Kitd, 1a Chia, 1a Con Mét, phai
dwoc nhin nhan trong hai ban tinh mt cach khéng
|an 16n, khéng thay déi, khong phan chia, khéng
tach biét.”

Viéc nhin nhan nhan tinh tron ven va day du cta
Chua Giésu la diéu quan trong b&i vi, néu Chua
Giésu khdng hoan toan la con ngu i, thi Ngudi
khéng thé 1am mau gwong hoan hao cho ching ta,
ma nhan loai cling khdng dwoc hoan toan ctru chudc
vi “cai gi khong dwoc mac 4y thi ciing khong dwoc
ctru chudc”.

Viéc cong nhan thién tinh tron ven cua Chia Giésu la
diéu quan trong néu khong thi cudc séng ctia Nguoi
khong c6 quyén ndng dé ctru ching ta.

Viéc phai méat bdn thé ky dé& c6 mot ngon tir day di
dé dién ta dirc tin Kitd gido vao Chla Giésu cho thay
rang du M&c Khai da chdm dut, nhhwng sw hiéu biét

and articulation of it continues to develop. va dién ta rd rang né van con tiép tuc phat trién.

Questions for Reflection and Discussion — Cau héi dé suy nghi va thao lugn

1.

2.

How was the death of Jesus connected to his life? — Cai chét ciia Chua Giésu néi két véi doi
song cua Nguoi thé nao?

What does it mean to say that Christ’s whole life was a revelation of the Father? — N6i rang
tron cuée doi cua Chua Giésu la mét méc khdi vé Chiia Cha c6 nghia gi?

What do we mean when we say that Jesus Christ was a perfect man or that Jesus Christ lived a
human life perfectly? — Khi néi rang Chia Giésu Kitd song nhw mét ngiroi hoan hdo hay Chia
Giésu song mét cuge doi con nguwoi cach hoan hdo cé nghia gi?

What does it mean to say that the resurrection of Jesus is an historical event? — N6i rang viéc
Phuc Sinh cia Chia Giésu 1a mét bién cé lich sik c6 nghia gi?

What does it mean to say that the resurrection of Jesus is an historical event? - N6i rang viéc
Phuc Sinh cia Chia Giésu 1a mét bién cé siéu viét cé nghia gi?
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