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LOI MO PAU

Thé ky tha XXI ciia chung ta bi cai tri boi chii nghia duy vét, chu nghia c4 nhan va nhét 1a cha
nghia twong d6i, ma Pirc Bénédictd XVI goi 1a “Su doc tai caa Thuyét Twong Di”. Viéce tim kiém ¥
nghia cudc séng cta nhiéu ngudi, dic biét 1a ngudi tré thach thire chung ta, nhitng Kit hiru trudng thanh,
phai séng sao dé khong nhiing tr thanh nhan chimg cho dte tin, ma con tré thanh mén dé cta Dirc Kitd.
Nhiéu ngudi trong chung ta, va nhit 1a con em chung ta dugc day rang khong c6 gi 1a tuyét ddi ca. Chinh
vi thé ma ngudi ta da coi thuong cac gido huin cia Hudn Quyén, dic biét 1a vé nhitng van dé luan Iy.

Tam Quan Trong ciia Than Hoc Luan Ly

Trong phan m¢ dau cua Thong biép Veritatis Splendor (Su Rang Ngoi cua Chan Ly), Thanh Giao
Hoang Gioan Phaold di viét vé thuc trang ndy va tam quan trong cua viéc hiéu biét dung nhimng gido
huén vé luan 1y cua Huan Quyén nhu sau:

Ngay nay, chiing ta c6 vé can phdi suy niém vé toan bg gido hudn ludn Iy cia Hoi Thanh, véi
muc dich chinh xdc la nhdc lai mét vai chan Iy co bdn, trong hoc thuyét Cong gido, la nhitng hoc
thuyét dang c6 nguy co bi xuyén tac hodc bi chéi tir trong cdc hoan canh hién nay. Thét ra, mot
tinh hudng méi da xdy ra ngay chinh trong céng dodn Kité hitu, & dé nguoi ta da cam nghiém
dwoe s lan tran cia nhiéu nghi ngo va nhiéu chéng doi c6 tinh chdt nhan ban va tam Iy, xa hoi
va van héa, tén gido va thdm chi than hoc thuan tiy, doi véi cac gido hudn ludn 1y cia Hoi
Thdnh No khéng con la vin dé ve nhﬁ’ng chong doi ¢é gidi han vd that thuong, nhu’ng la vin dé
vé viéc kéu goz 16ng thé va cé hé thong doi xét lai hoc thuyet vé ludn Iy theo truyen thong, dua
trén nhu"ng tién gia dinh theo nhdn hoc va dao dire hoc nhat dinh ndo dé. O cdn nguyén ciia
nhitng tién gia dinh nay la dnh hwéng ré rang it hay nhiéu cia cac dong tw tréng ma chung cudc
la tach roi su ty do cua con ngwd’i khoi méi twong quan c6 tinh chdt cdu tao va thiét yéu ciia né
véi chan 1y. Nhie thé, hoc thuyet theo truyen théng vé ludt tw nhién, va gid tri pho qudt va thu’O’ng
tryc cua no bi loai bo; mot so glao hudn vé ludn 1y ciia Hoi T hanh bi don thuan coi la khong thé
chdp nhan dwoe; va chinh Hudn Quyen dige coi la ¢é quyén can thlep vao lanh vuc ludn ly thi
chi dé “khuyen nhiit lwong tam” va dé “dé nghi cdc gza tri”, theo do moi ca nhan sé doc ldp dua
ra nhitng quyét dinh va nhitng chon lua trong doi séng ciia minh.

Can phdi ghi nhdn cdach ddc biét vé tinh trang thiéu hoa hop giia 1oi gidi déap theo truyén ciia

Hoi Théanh véi mét s6 ldp trieong than hoc, hién dang gdp phdi ngay ca trong cdc chiing vién va

trong cdc phdn khoa than hoc, vé nhitng vin dé quan trong nhdt doi véi Héi Thanh va doi véi

doi song dire tin ciia cdc Kité hivu, ciing nhuw doi véi chinh doi song ciia xd héi. Pdc biét la, cdu
hoéi dwoe dat ra: nhitng gidi ran ciia Thién Chiia, von dwoc ghi khdc trong long con ngudi va la
mét phan ciia Giao Ube, ¢6 thiee sw ¢6 khd ndng soi sang nhitng quyét dinh hang ngdy cua tirng
cd nhén va cia toan thé xa hoi khéng? C6 thé vang loi Thién Chiia va nhw thé yéu mén Thién
Chila va tha nhdn ma khéng can ton trong cdc gidi ran dy trong moi hodan canh khong? Mot ¥
kién ciing thirong dwoc nghe la ddt v dé véi méi lién két ndi tai va bat kha phdn ly giita dirc tin
va ludn 1y, nhw thé viéc lam thanh vién Héi Thanh va s thong nhdt néi tai cia Héi Thanh chi
diege quyét dinh trén can ban dirc tin ma théi, con vé pham vi ludn 1y thi ching ta c6 thé chdp
nhdn mét sw da nguyén vé nhitng quan diém va nhitng cdch doi xir, nhitng diéu ndy phdi dé mac
cho s phdn dodn ciia lwong tam chii quan ciia tirng cdé nhan hodc sw khdc biét cia cdc boi canh

xd hoi va van hoa.

(Veritatis Splendor, s6 4)
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INTRODUCTION

Our twenty-first century is governed by materialism, individualism and especially relativism
which Pope Benedict XVI called “the dictatorship of relativism”. The individuals, especially young
people’s searching for meaning of life, challenges Christians not only the way we live and witness our
faith, but also the way we become Christ’s disciples. Many of us, especially our children, have been
taught that there is no absolute. Because of that, many people disregard the teachings of the Church’s
Magisterium, especially on morality.

The Importance of Christian Moral Theology

In the Introduction of Veritatis Splendor (The Splendor of Truth)), Pope Saint John Paul II wrote
about this reality and the importance of proper understanding of the Magisterial teachings as follows:

Today, however, it seems necessary to reflect on the whole of the Church's moral teach-ing, with
the precise goal of recalling certain fundamental truths of Catholic doctrine which, in the present
circumstances, risk being dis-torted or denied. In fact, a new situation has come about within the
Christian community it-self, which has experienced the spread of nu-merous doubts and
objections of a human and psychological, social and cultural, religious and even properly
theological nature, with regard to the Church's moral teachings. It is no longer a matter of limited
and occasional dissent, but of an overall and systematic calling into question of traditional moral
doctrine, on the basis of cer—tain anthropological and ethical presupposi-tions. At the root of
these presuppositions is the more or less obvious influence of currents of thought which end by
detaching human freedom from its essential and constitutive relationship to truth. Thus the
traditional doctrine regarding the natural law, and the universality and the per—manent validity
of its precepts, is rejected; cer—tain of the Church's moral teachings are found simply
unacceptable; and the Magisterium itself is considered capable of intervening in matters of
morality only in order to "exhort con—sciences" and to "propose values", in the light of which
each individual will independently make his or her decisions and life choices.

In particular, note should be taken of the lack of harmony between the traditional response of the
Church and certain theological posi-tions, encountered even in Seminaries and in Faculties of
Theology, with regard to questions of the greatest importance for the Church and for the life of
faith of Christians, as well as for the life of society itself. In particular, the ques-tion is asked: do
the commandments of God, which are written on the human heart and are part of the Covenant,
really have the capacity to clarify the daily decisions of individuals and en—tire societies? Is it
possible to obey God and thus love God and neighbour, without respecting these commandments
in all circumstances? Also, an opinion is frequently heard which questions the intrinsic and
unbreakable bond be—tween faith and morality, as if membership in the Church and her internal
unity were to be de—cided on the basis of faith alone, while in the sphere of morality a pluralism
of opinions and of kinds of behaviour could be tolerated, these being left to the judgment of the
individual sub—jective conscience or to the diversity of social and cultural contexts.

(Veritatis Splendor, # 4)
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Muc Pich va Ngi Dung cita Lép Than Hoc Luin Ly Nhap Mén

Muc dich cta 16p nay 1a gitip cac hoc vién 0n lai va dao sau nhitng quy ludt quan trong lam nhitng
diéu hudng dan cach séng cta Kitd hitu va tam quan trong ciia tinh quy Kit6 trong doi séng luén 1y cua
cac Kito hitu. Céac quy luat ndy sé& tao thanh nén tang cho mét suy tu sau xa vé doi song luan 1y. Suy tu
nay s& nhin nhan dic tinh phat trién cua viéc phat huy luan Iy con ngudi, Thuc ra day khong hoan toan
12 mét 16p trinh bay cac hoc thuyét va gido huin luan 1y ma chi trinh bay nhitng nguyén tic chinh cua
cac gido hudn nay dé gitip hoc vién biét cach sdng nhu nhitmg mén dé ciia Pire Kitd trong thé gian.

Lé6p hoc sé& ban dén nhitng chu dé chinh duéi day:
e Bail - Luan Ly Kit6 gido va Tinh Yéu cta Thién Chua
e Bai2 - Luén Ly Kitd Gido va Triéu Pai ciia Thién Chuia
e Bai 3 - Luan Ly Kitd Gido va On Goi Lam Ngudi
e Bai4-Luan Ly Kitd Gido va Tién Trinh ctia Luong TAm
e Bai 5 - Luan Ly Kitd gido trong Pong Nang cuia Toi Loi va Hoan Cai — 1
e Bai 6 - Luan Ly Kitd gido trong Pong Nang cuia Toi Loi va Hoan Cai — 11
e Bai7- Luan Ly Kit6 gido va cac Van dé Sirc Khoe va Su Séng — 1
e Bai 8- Luan Ly Kit6 gido va cac Van dé Strc Khoe va Su Song — II
e Bai9 - Luan Ly Kit6 Gido va Tinh Dyuc Con Nguoi
e Bai 10 - Luan Ly Kit6 Gido va Trach Nhiém Xa Hoi

Hy vong sau khi hoc khoda nay, hoc vién sé hiéu duoc:
e Nhiing nguyén tic cin ban trong Than hoc Ludn 1y Cong gido 1a gi?
e Luong tam, toi 161, nhan dre, an sung va nhan phém la gi?
e Lam sao dé 4p dung cac nguyén tic luan Iy Cong gido vao dao dtrc y hoc va y sinh?
e Than hoc Luan ly Cong gido day gi vé lanh vuc Tinh Dyc con ngudi?
e Than hoc Luan Iy day gi vé& Trat Tu Xa Hoi?

Nho thau hiéu nhitng diéu trén chiing ta c6 thé sdng phu hop hon véi gido hudn ciia Puc Kitd, Va
nho én sing Chua, ching ta s& mdi ngéy mot trd nén dong hinh déng dang voi Nguoi 1a Dang da moi
goi mdi ngudi “Hiy vac thap gia minh hing ngay ma theo Thay” (Lc 9:23).

Cau Truc cua cac Bai Hoc

Cac bai hoc duoc chia lam ba phﬁn:

1) Bailam ¢ nha trudc khi dén Lép - trude khi dén 16p, yéu cau hoc vién doc cac bai dugc chi
dinh trude va tra 101 cac cdu hoi trong phan nay. Co thé lam theo nhom hay theo gia dinh.

2) Bai doc chinh — lam on doc va hiéu bai nay. Néu c6 thic méc xin ghi xudng va néu cé gio s&
dua ra trong 16p hoc.

3) Cau Hoi dé Suy Nghi va Thao Luan sau khi dd doc bai
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The Purpose and Contents of the Introduction to Moral Theology Class

The purpose of this class is to help attendants to review and deepen the most important norms that
guide a Christian way of life and the importance of the centrality of the Person of Jesus Christ in the
Christian moral life. These norms will serve as the basis for a thoughtful reflection on the moral life.
This reflection will acknowledge the developmental character of human moral development. In fact,
this is not a course presenting the moral doctrine and teaching of the Church, but only some main moral
principles of these doctrines and teachings to help learners to know how to live as disciples of Christ in
the world.

These are the main topics of the courses:
e Lesson 1 — Christian Morality and the Love of God
Lesson 2 - Christian Morality and the Kingdom of God
Lesson 3 - Christian Morality and the Call to be Human
Lesson 4 - Christian Morality and the Process of Conscience
Lesson 5 - Christian Morality in the Dynamics of Sin and Conversion — |
Lesson 6 - Christian Morality in the Dynamics of Sin and Conversion — II
e Lesson 7 - Christian Morality and the Issues of Health and Life — I
e Lesson 8 - Christian Morality and the Issues of Health and Life — II
e Lesson 9 - Christian Morality and Human Sexuality
e Lesson 10 - Christian Morality and Social Responsibility

Hopefully after the course, learners will understand:

What are key foundational principles in Catholic moral theology?

What are conscience, sin, virtue, grace and human dignity?

How do we apply Catholic Moral principles to questions of medical and biomedical ethics?
What does Catholic Moral Theology have to say in the area of Human Sexuality?

What does Catholic Moral theology have to say about the social order?

By understanding the above lessons, we can live in accordance with the Teaching of Christ, and
with the grace of God, we will gradually conform to the One who invites each one of us to “Take up
your cross daily and follow me” (Lc 9:23).

The Structure of Each Lesson

Each lesson is divided into 3 parts:

1) Home Exercise before Class — before entering class, each learner is requested to read the
reading assignments in advance and answer the associated questions. This part can be done
individually, by group or by family.

2) The Main Reading — The main reading would be from the text book, the CCC or links from
the internet or handout from the class.

3) Questions for reflections and discussion from the text book or handout.



Loi M6 Pau - Introduction

TAI LIEU HQC TAP

1. Sdach Gido Ly ciia Hji Thanh Cong Gido
Co thé tai tir noi ket dudi day:
https://thinhviendaminh.net/download/sach-giao-ly-hoi-thanh-cong-giao/

or The Catechism of the Catholic Church (CCC)
https://www.usccb.org/beliefs-and-teachings/what-we-believe/catechism/catechism-of-the-
catholic-church

or buy a hard copy of the CCC here: https://amzn.to/2PUmZwO

2. Sach Christian Morality: In the Breath of God by Russell Connors c6 thé mua ¢ day:
https://amzn.to/2Y 5u7uX

3. Sdch Thanh Kinh (Cyu Uébc va Tan Udc)

e Ban dich cua Nhom Phién Dich Cac Gio Kinh Phung Vu
https://ktcgkpv.org/bible?version=3

* Bandich cua Cha Nguyén Thé Thudn
Ph@n Cuu Uéc: http://vntaiwan.catholic.org.tw/vnbible2/cuuuoc.htm
Phan Tan Udc: http://vntaiwan.catholic.org.tw/vnbible2/tanuoc.htm

4. Bible in English

e New American Bible (Revised Edition) Online
http://www.vatican.va/archive/ENG0839/ INDEX.HTM
or: https://bible.usccb.org/bible

or book form: https://amzn.to/321 WPxK

e Revised Standard Version Catholic Edition Online
https://classic.biblegateway.com/versions/Revised-Standard-Version-Catholic-Edition-

RSVCE-Bible/#booklist

or book form: https://amzn.to/2PYRsKS8

on mobile phone (both Iphone and Android): https://www.catholicstudybible.org/
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Bai 1 - Luan Ly Kit6 gido va Tinh Yéu ciia Thién Chuaa

Bai lam ¢ nha truéc khi dén Lép 1

Home Exercise before Class 1

Read Christian Morality: In the Breath of God — Chapter 1 and answer the following questions before
attending class.
Doc Bai 1 ¢ cdc trang sau va tra loi cdac cau hoi dwoi day truoc khi tham dy lop.

(a) The author of the text claims that the Christian moral life is a response to something. To what is
it supposed to be a response? With what attitude does he claim we are called to respond?
Téc gia cua ban van cho rang doi séng luan 1y Kitd gido 1a mot sy dap tra cho mot diéu gi do.
Vay diéu ma chung ta phai dap tra 13 gi? Ching ta duoc moi goi dap tra bang thai d6 nao?

(b) What does God give to us by means of his love? How is that love given? What is an important
characteristic of that love?
Thién Chua ban cho chung ta nhiing gi qua tinh yéu cua Ngai? Tinh yéu 4y dugc ban thé nao?
Mot dic tinh quan trong cia tinh yéu ay 1a gi?

(c) What does the author claim the three implications of having a vocation to live in the Spirit to be?
Theo tac gia thi ba ham y cta viéc c6 on goi song trong Than Khi 1a gi?
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Bai 1 - Luan Ly Kito6 gido va Tinh Yéu ctia Thién Chuaa

Viét theo Christian Morality: In the Breath of God — Chapter 1
Cuia Tién ST Russell B. Connors, Jr.

MINH

That 1a tuyét véi khi dugce ndi chuyén voi Minh hom nay. Chang van 1a Minh ctia ngay xua, ngoan
cb, cimg dau, mot nguorl ddc than ai cung biét 1a thich n6, nhung hién lanh. Tuy nhién c6 mot diéu gi
méi mé va Iy tha vé Minh. Chic chin rang chang dang yéu. Khi nghe chang néi ngudi ta c6 thé cam
thdy mot niém vui ty nhién bdc 1én tan day 1ong chang. Minh kho khin Iim méi tim dugc 10i 18 dé dién
ta diéu chang vira cam nghiém. Phai mat mot lac 14u chang méi néi duoc rang, “Nay, trude ddy té ciing
thiy hanh phuc, nhung khong gidng bay gid. Té ching biét Chau tir ddu dén va nhap vao doi sng t6 tir
lac nao, nhung t& nghi rang t6 rat biét on Chua va s& sdng sudt doi véi nang, cing cb gang dap lai hong
an cua Chua la chinh con nguoi cua nang”.

Twr saich GLHTCG céu 1692

Kinh nghiém ctia Minh & trén c6 lién quan gi dén doi séng luan 1y Kitd gido trong sach nay? Thuc
ra kinh nghiém nay 13 kinh nghiém chinh vé doi sng luan 1y Kité gido. Minh d3 nga guc vi Chau. Theo
chang thi nang chinh 1 “qua ting” hay “hong an” Chiia ban ma chang ¢ ¥ sdng sudt doi véi nang,
khong nhing v6i long biét on ma con ¢ gang dap lai mon qua tuyét diéu 14 tinh yéu cia Chau va chinh
con nguoi nang 1a danh riéng cho chang.

Doi song luan 1y Kitd gido 1a gi? Doi séng luan 1y 14 gi néu khong phai 1 nhan ra hong 4n tuyét
voi vé sy hién dién yéu thuong cua Thién Chaa trong cude doi minh va cd géng lién tuc dé dap lai tinh
yéu ay. Song cudc sdng cuia chiing ta nhu cac Kitd hitu c6 thé khong phai liic nao ciing d& dang, nhung
cling khong qua phuc tap. Thién Chua yéu thuong ching ta cach la lung, ddc biét 1a trong va ‘qua con
nguoi cung V1ec lam cua buc Chua Giésu Kito. Klto hiru 13 nhitng ngudi hiéu 16 didu ndy va sdng cude
doi biét on va ¢ gang dap lai mon qua tinh yéu ay.

Poi song luin 1y Kitd gido nhwr 13 dap lai tinh yéu ctia Thién Chia.

Néu doi séng luan 1y Kito gido, mot cach bao quat, c6 thé duge miéu ta nhu mot cude sdng dap lai
tinh yéu ctia Thién Chua, thi di€u quan trong la phai bat dau bang cach ghi nhan mot s6 di€u vé tinh yéu
ay.

Chiing ta s& néi gi vé Thién Chia va tinh yéu ciia Ngai?
Thir nhdt: Thién Chiia la tinh yéu

Day khong chi don thuan 12 13p lai vai cau tir Thu Thir Nhét ctia Thanh Gioan trong Tan Udc (xem
1 Ga 4: 8 va 16), nhung 13 mot x4c tin hién nhién cua ca Cuyu Udc 1an Tan Udc. Thi du, ngudi Do Thai
duong nhu tin rr;ing hanh dong ctru do ctia Thién Chtia danh cho ho trong vié¢c ctru ho khdi dch nd 1€ Ai
Cap va gitp ho bat ¢au cudc hanh trinh vé mién dat riéng ctia ho - dd mic khai mot diéu gi 6 khong chi
vé nhitng gi Thién Chiia c6 thé 1am, nhung vé chinh Thién Chua 13 ai: mét Thién Chiia tuyét voi va nhdn
hdu ciia tinh yéu. Va hon hét 1a cic du ngdn ctua Chua Giésu, dang cha y nhét 1a du ngdn ngudi con
hoang dang (xem Lc 15: 11-32), ¢6 1€ nén goi 1a du ngdn nguodi cha nhan hdu. Du ngon nay khong mac
khai cho chung ta mot diéu gi d6, ma mac khai cho chung ta mot Dang nao d6: Dang 4y 1a Thién Chiia,
ma tinh yéu ciia Ngai tron ven dén ndi phdi néi rang Thién Chila la tinh yéu.
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Mot sy twong ddng vai tinh yéu ctia con nguoi 1a didu hitu ich ¢ day. Khi hai vo chong yéu nhau,
ngudi chong khong nhan mot moén qua tir ngudi vo ma nhan chinh nguoi vo. D6 chinh 1a tinh yéu dich
thyc. Khi ching ta yéu mot ngudi, ching ta trao ting chinh minh cho nguoi dy: tam tri, trai tim, thoi
gian va tai nang, hy vong va quan tdm cua minh. Chiing ta cang yéu cach tron ven thi mén qua cang hoan
hdo hon .... Thién Chua "vi dai hon" tri 6¢ va trai tim ching ta dé ¢6 thé 1anh hoi tron ven. Nhung nhiing
gi ching ta biét vé& Thién Chua la sy that. Piéu chung ta tin 1a Thién Chtia yéu thuong ching ta bang
cach to 16 khong chi don thuan nhiing gi Ngai lam cho chung ta, ma con Chinh Ngai 13 ai.

Thur hai: Thién Chua yéu chung ta mot cach nhdn hdu

Mot khia canh thir hai trong tinh yéu cia Thién Chtia ma chiing ta can luu ¥ 1a cau hoi: "Thién
Chiia yéu chiing ta thé nao?" Thién Chiia yéu thuong chiing ta mot cach nhan hau.

“Nhung Thién Chiia giau long thwong x6t va rat myc yéu mén ching ta, nén dau chung ta da chét
vi sa ngd, Ngai ciing da cho chiing ta dugc ciing sdng véi Dirc Kitd. Chinh do an sing ma anh em dugc
ctru do! Ngai dd cho chung ta dugc cing sdng lai va cing ngy tri voi Puc Kitd Giésu trén cdi troi. Nhu
thé, Ngai to long nhan hiu cua Ngai d6i v6i chung ta trong Pirc Kitd Giésu, dé biéu 16 cho cac thé hé
mai sau dugc thiy an sing doi dao phong phu ctia Ngai. Qua vdy, chinh do an sung va nhd 1ong tin ma
anh em dugc ctru d: day khong phai boi sttc anh em, ma la mgt an hué¢ cua Thién Chua; cling khong
phai boi viée anh em 1am, dé khong ai c¢6 thé hanh dién." (Ephéso 2: 4-9).

Thién Chua yéu chiing ta, khong phai vi cac viéc lanh cua chung ta lam cho minh dang dugc tinh
yéu 4y, ciing chang phai vi minh luén lam ding. Khong, tinh yéu ctia Thién Chua dugc ban cho ching
ta doc 14p véi su tét lanh hay xau xa, ding hay sai cta chang ta. Tt ngit dung trong truyén thong Kitd
gido goi la an sung; Tinh yéu Thién Chua dugc ban cho mét cach nhung khong, chi vi d6 1a cach Thién
Chua la.

Céc du ngoén ciia Chia Giésu thudong cho thiy sy that nay. Chang han nhu trong cau chuyén vé
nguoi cha nhan hau, nguodi cha giau long thuong xo6t, giau tinh yéu. D6 1a cach cua Thién Chuia, cach
yéu thuong nhan hau cia Thién Chua.

Thir ba: Tinh yéu ciia Thién Chiia thit quyét liét va c6 stvc bién doi

Mot khia canh thir ba trong tinh yéu ctia Thién Chia doi hoi sy cht y cua ching ta 1a tinh yéu cia
Thién Chiia that quyét liét; nd co st bién doi.

Bién ¢6 xuat hanh quan trong véi dan Israel chimg to diéu nay. Thién Chua dugc t6 ra giita dan
Do Thai nhu mét Thién Chiia quan tim dén hoan canh cta ho. Nhung tinh yéu va su quan tim ctia Thién
Chua lién quan nhiéu hon véi mot cam gidc. Va vi vay chung ta doc trong cau chuyén:

"Ta di thdy 16 canh kh6 cuc ciia dan Ta bén Aicdp, Ta di nghe tiéng chung kéu than vi bon cai
hanh ha. Phai, Ta biét cic ndi dau kho cua chung. Ta xudng giai thoat ching khoi tay nguoi Aicap, va
dua ching tir dat Ay 1én mot mién dét tot tuoi, rong 1on" (XH 3: 7-8)

Tinh yéu ctia Thién Chta duoc biéu 1o qua nhirng hanh dong manh mé, nhirng viéc lam tr bi, chira
lanh va cong ly.

Cau chuyén vé "ké trom lanh" bj treo trén thap gia canh Chua Giésu trén Noi So trinh bay chan ly
nay mot cach bi hung. Trong cdu chuyén 4y, tinh yéu tha thtr cia Thién Chiia dugc mac khai qua céc 10i
noi va viée lam cua Chua Giésu, va mot cach don gian nhung sau séc, ké trom da duoc tha (xem Lc 23:
39-43). Tinh yéu cua Thién Chua d6i méi ching ta.

Vay ¥ nghia cta tit ca nhitng diéu nay 1a gi? Ching ta n6i rang Thién Chaa 1a tinh yéu, rang Thién
Chua yéu chung ta mét cach tu do va nhan ai, va tinh yéu ctia Thién Chua dugc thé hién cac viéc 1am
manh liét va c6 strc bién doi.

Sw hiéu biét nay lién quan dén doi song Kité hitu nhw thé nao? Cau tra 16i cho cau hoi d6 duong
nhu d4 dugc ghi lai trong doan van ngan gon nay tir Thu Thir nhit ctia Thanh Gioan trong Tan U'dc.
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"Tinh yéu ctia Thién Chua ddi voi chung ta dugc biéu 16 nhu thé nay: Thién Chua di sai Con
Mot dén thé gian dé nho Con Mot cuia Ngai ma ching ta duoc séng. Tinh yéu ¢t & diéu nay:
khong phai chung ta da yéu mén Thién Chua, nhung chinh Ngai di yéu thuong chung ta, va sai
Con ctia Ngai dén lam ctia 1& dén t6i cho chung ta. Anh em than mén, néu Thién Chua da yéu
thuwong chiing ta nhu thé, chiing ta ciing phai yéu thuong nhau. Thién Chua chua ai dugc chiém
ngudng bao gid. Néu chung ta yéu thwong nhau, thi Thién Chtia ¢ lai trong chiing ta, va tinh yéu
cua Ngai noi chiing ta méi nén hoan hao" (1 Ga 4: 9-12).

Téac gia cho chung ta biét, doi sdng Kitd hiru bat dau voi mot 10ng biét on Thién Chuia vé hong an
su song va tinh yéu ctia Ngai & giita chung ta, mon qua ciia Chiia Giésu Kitd. Nhung né khong dimg lai
& d6; thay vao dé, né chuyén sang mot sy dap tra khong gi khac hon 1a chiing ta phai yéu thiwong nhau
voi cung tinh yéu ma chung ta da nhdn duoc tr Thién Chua.

Luu ¥ rang doan van nay khong chi don thuin néi rang chung ta phai bat chudc tinh yéu ciia Thién
Chua (tinh yéu tu hién, nhan hau, c6 sirc bién ddi cua Ngai). Khong, chiing ta phdi yéu véi ciing mét tinh
yéu ma Thién Chiia yéu ching ta. Poan vin nay mudn chiing ta tin khi chung ta yéu cach tu hién, nhan
ai va co stre bién d6i, thi Thién Chua dang "&” trong chiing ta, Thién Chta dang 1am viéc trong chung
ta, va br:ing cach ndo d6 su hién dién cta Thién Chua trén thé gian dugc hoan thién hon qua chung ta.

Chiing ta ¢6 kha nang yéu va song cach nay khéng? Ching ta cé thuc sy tin rang minh c6 thé yéu
cach nay khong? Dé tra 101 nhitng cau hoi nay, ching ta hiy nhin vao thanh phan quan trong khac cua
dtee tin ctia chiing ta: niém tin ctia chiing ta vé Than Khi ctia Thién Chia.

Poi Song Luan Ly Kitd Gido 12 Poi Song trong Than Khi

Trong Sach GLHTCG phan vé luan 1y Kité Gido dugc goi 1a "On Goi ciia Con Ngudi: Séng trong
Than Khi"”. Ching ta hiy suy gim mot cach ngén gon vé ba cach dé noi 1én rang on goi cua chiing ta 1a
song trong Than Khi cta Thién Chia.

Diéu dau tién can luu ¥ vé on goi song trong Than Khi cia chung ta lién quan dén duc tin Kito
gido vé viéc tao dung. Sach GLGHCG cho chung ta thdy ring phdm gid ma chung ta c6 nhu nhitng con
ngudi dya trén sy kién 13 chung ta da duoc tao dung theo hinh anh Thién Chua (xem # 1700), ring hinh
anh cia Thién Chua hién di¢n trong tat ca chung ta (xem # 1702) va boi vi dugce tao dung céach tuyét voi
nay, ching ta tham dy vao anh sang va quyén ning ctia Thanh Khi ctia Thién Chua (xem # 1704).

T6i phai nghiém tuc tin ring moi ngudi duoc tao dung trong Than Khi cia Thién Chiia va vi vay
1a "noi cu ngyu" cua sy hién dién séng dong cua Thién Chua, thi qua thyc t6i s€ quan tam néu c6 mot ai
& bt clr noi nao trén trai dat nay dang doi khat, nghéo tung hay bi bo roi hodc bi lam dung, chir ding
n6i dén hang triéu nguoi!

Néu moi ngudi déu c6 Than Khi ctia Thién Chiia hang séng & trong ho, thi tit ca moi ngudi déu 1a
thanh va phai duoc dbi xir khong chi véi 1ong kinh trong ma con vé6i 10ng tén kinh!

Mot dic diém quan trong thir nhi cia y nghia cia "doi séng trong Than Khi" lién quan dén méi
lién hé cia ching ta véi chinh Chila Giésu Kité. Séng mot doi sdng Kitd hiru khong chi don thuan 1a
song gidng Purc Kitd, hodc cd ging theo guong Pirc Kitd, dé rdi cudi cung, dua vao kha ning cta minh,
chung ta that bai. Thay vao d6, doi séng Kité hitu bat dau voi niém tin rang bang mét cach tuyét voi va
¢6 sike bién doi nao do, Pirc Kité song trong chung ta. Co mot quyén ning, mot su song, trong chung ta
khong chi don thuan 1a cta chung ta; quyén nang nay, su song nay, 13 quyén nang ciia Thién Chiia, sw
Song cua Thién Chua, va dac biét hon, la quyen nang cla Théan Khi ctia Thién Chua.

Diéu nay c6 it 13 hai nghia. Tht nhat, ching ta diroc moi goi va ban quyén dé tiép tuc sir ménh va
téc vu ciia Chita Giésu Kito trong thé gidi ciia minh ngay nay. Chinh Than Khi ctua Thién Chua 1am cho
didu d6 tro nén kha thi. Dic tin ctia ching ta moi goi chung ta tin rang khi ching ta nhan lanh on Chua
Thanh Théan, ching ta dong thoi nhan lanh Than Khi ciia Chiia Giésu Kitd. Va néu st ménh va tac vu
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ciia Chua Giésu trén thé gian nay lién h¢ dén viéc hoa gidi, chira lanh, tha thtr, va yéu thuong, thi cudc
séng cua ching ta phai "lién hé" dén cing nhitng diéu dy. Chinh Than Khi ctia Thién Chua "két ndi
chiing ta" véi st ménh va tac vu ciia Chua Giésu.

Thr hai, chiing ta phai ghi nhan ring Than Khi ciia Thién Chtia dugc chia sé voi ching ta va lién
két chung ta voi Purc Kito la T han Khi cia Pirc Kité Phuc Sinh, chién thcfng sw chét. Mot doan tir Tin
Mimng Thanh Gioan ma sach GLGHCG @& cap dén mot cach cu thé (xem Ga 19: 28-30) khong dua ra
mdt chan dung ctia Chiia Giésu pho linh hon minh trong lic that bai, nhung trong luc chién thiang. Chung
ta nhan dwoc Than Khi cua Thién Chia tir Choia Giésu, Pang di chién thing quyén ning cia cac thir
thach va cam dd, bénh tat va dau khé, an phat va su chét.

Di nhién 1 khong diéu ndo trong cac diéu nay noi rang doi sdng Kitd hitu — doi sdng trong Than
Khi - 1a d& dang. Nhung néi rang séng nhu Dirc Kitd va trong Than Khi ciia Nguoi nghia 1a song véi
mét logi quyén nang va mét nguon hy vong ma néu khong cé thi khéng thé dwoc. Néu cam dd, dau khd
va cai chét khong co 101 két luan trong cudc doi ciia Chiia Giésu, chiing ciing s& khong phai 1a 101 két
luan cho nhiing ai song trong Than Khi ctiia Nguoi.

Dic tinh tht ba va cudi ciing cta ¥ nghia cua "sdng trong Than Khi" lién quan dén viéc séng trong
tinh yéu. Song doi Kité hitu la song trong tinh yéu ciia Thién Chiia. Khi nhic lai hai doan Tan Uéc, Sach
GLGHCG da n6i nhu sau:

"Thién Chua I Tinh yéu" (1 Ga 4: 8 va 16), va tinh yéu la héng dn thir nhat cia Ngai, chira dung
tdt ca cdc hong én khdc. "tinh yéu ctia Thién Chua di dugce d6 vao tdm hon chung ta, qua Chtia Thanh
Than ma Ngai d4 ban cho chiing ta." (Rm 5: 5). (GLHTCG #733)

Cau vin nay day rang chinh nhd quyén ning cia Chaa Thanh Than ma tinh yéu cua Thién Chua
da duoc ban cho chung ta. Va hon nira, mon qua tinh yéu cua Thién Chua trong ching ta 1a mot mon
qua séng dong va vinh ctru.

D tin Kitd gido cua chung ta moi goi chiing ta tin ring nhd quyén niang Chaa Thanh Thén, ching
ta nhan duoc hong 4n ctia Thién Chiia trong doi sdng ctia minh mot cach bén viing va vinh vién. Duc tin
moi goi chung ta sdng cudc doi ciia minh dé dap lai tinh yéu iy bang cach lam nhiing gi chiing ta c6 thé
dé yéu thuong tha nhan nhu Thién Chiia d yéu chiing ta. Chinh Than Khi ctia Thién Chua lam cho diéu
nay thanh kha thi.

Poi song Luin Ly Kitd gido nhu Poi Song Bi Tich

Néu doi séng luan ly Kito gido, & cbt tuy cda no, 1a mdt cudc séng dap lai tinh yéu cua Thién Chua,
thi x4c tin ndy dugc dién dat mot cach trang 1¢ trong viée cir hanh cac Bi Tich. Chung ta hiy xem xét
diéu nay mot cach ngin gon lién quan dén cac bi tich Rura Toi va Thanh Thé.

Bi Tich Rira Tji

Bi tich Rira Tdi 1a vé su chét va séng lai; d6 1a vé viéc tiép can mot loai an sung va quyén nang
dic biét; vé viéc sat nhap vao Than Thé Pic Kitb.

1214 Bi tich Rira Téi dweoe goi theo nghi thirc trung tdm ma né dwoe thwe hién: Rira (tiéng Hy

Lap la Baptizein) c6 nghia la “chim xuéng”, “dim xuéng”. Viéc “dim xuéng” nudc twong triung

cho viéc mai tang nguoi dy tong vao sy chét cia Prre Kitd, va tir dé ho bude ra nho dwoc Séng

lai voi Nguoi6, voi tw cach la mot “thu tao moi” (2 Cr 5,17; Gl 6,15).

Puoc sat nhap vao Btc Kitd nghia la budc vao mot tién trinh lién tuc chét va séng lai... Ching ta
phai dugc mai tang ciing véi Dirc Kitd dé c6 thé sdng lai voi Duc Kitd. Chung ta phai sin 1ong chét cho
tinh ich ky va t6i 18i dé c6 thé sdng cudc séng vi tha va an sung. Luu ¥ rang Phép Rira 1a mot bién cb
xay ra mot 1an, khong lap lai. Pong thoi, tuy nhién, cudc sdng thanh tiy 1a mot tién trinh khéng ngimg,



Bai I - Luan Ly Kité gido va Tinh Yéu cua Thién Chiia 6

mot tién trinh bo di nhimg gi cii vé minh dé co thé duoc ddi méi trong tinh yéu va 4n sung cta Thién
Chua.

Sach GLHTCG néi vé 4n sing cua Bi Tich Rira Toi. An sung cta bi tich nay cho phép nhiing
nguoi da duge rira toi: "sng va hanh dong dudi su thiic day ctia Chiia Thanh Than ... cho phép ho 16n
1€n trong sy tt lanh nhd cac nhan dic luan Iy" (# 1266).

Day 13 mot doan vin quan trong va siu sic. NO noi rang su hién dién va quyén ning cia Chia
Thanh Than, duge lanh nhan mot cach méi mé trong Bi Tich Rua T6i, duge ban cho chung ta dé chung
ta c6 thé séng va hanh dong theo nhitng cach dugc Than Khi hudng din va do dé 16n Ién trong sy tot
lanh va nhan duec.

Béy gio chiing ta nén luu y don gian rang ddi véi cac Kitd hitu, sy hién dién cta Than Khi coa
Thién Chuia trong cudc sdng ciia chung ta phai thay d6i cdu hoi ma ching ta ty hoi minh khi ké dén
nhiing lya chon luan 1y khé khan. Véi céc tin hitu, ciu hoi "Toi nghi t6i nén lam gi?" c¢6 thé tré thanh
"T6i tin Chia Thanh Than dang thic giuc t6i lam gi?" Nhu chiing ta s& thay, hai cau hoi nay khong nht
thiét phai mau thuan, nhung cau hoi thir hai mé ra cho chiing ta mot ngudn khon ngoan khong thé dén
gan duoc voi nhitng ngudi chi dit ra cau hoi thir nhat.

Cubi cung, chinh nho Bi tich Rira Téi, chiing ta tré thanh phan tir ciia Than Thé Pirc Kitd. C6 hai
diéu rat quan trong vé viéc nay.

Thir nhat, doi song Kité hitu khéng chi song mot minh. Dé st dung cac hinh anh c6 dinh huéng,
cudc song dap lai tinh yéu cua Thién Chta cta ching ta khdng chi don thudn la viéc theo chiéu doc,
Thién Chua, va toi, Chua Giésu va t6i. Cudc séng Kitd hitu c6 chiéu ngang: lién quan dén mdi lién hé
ctia chiing ta v&i nhau. Piéu nay khong chi don thuan vi ching ta duge mdi goi dé chimg t6 tinh yéu cua
minh v6i Thién Chua qua tinh yéu dbi véi ngudi 1an can, nhung ciing quan trong béi vi chung ta thuc su
gap su hién dién ctia Thién Chua trong nguoi lan can cua minh (xem Mt 25: 31-46) . Cung nhau chung
ta 1a Than Thé ctia Dirc Kito trong thé gian nay. Chung ta biét va yéu mén Birc Kitd qua viée biét va yéu
thuong nhau.

Diéu thir hai phai luu ¥ vé doan van & trén 1a viée sdt nhdp vao Than Thé Pirc Kitd 1a mot loi moi
goi - mdt thach dd - dé nhan ra su hiép nhat thiét yéu cua chung ta voi nhau, mot su hié€p nhat nham
vuot qua bét cur phan chia quéc tich, van hod, chung tdc , hodc gidi tinh nao.

Day vira 1a thyc tai bay gio va hy vong trong twong lai. N6 14 su that boi vi ngudi ta chi can nhin
quanh dé nhan thay sy da dang ngac nhién giita nhitng nguoi theo Pirc Kitd. Chang khac gi mot phép la
khi c6 dii "keo" dé giir chiing ta lai v6i nhau. "Keo" 4y, tat nhién, 1a Than Khi ctia Thién Chtia! Nhung
cling ding rang chiing ta chua hin 1a Than Thé cua Pirc Kitdé ma chung ta dwoc goi tré thanh; ching ta
ciing 12 mot dan toi 18i. Lich sir cua Kitd giao mang du vét ciia qua nhiéu be phai va chia & tiép tuc 1a
mot phan cua ching ta ngay nay. Vi vdy, cting nhau ching ta mong moéi ngay ma Than Khi ctia Thién
Chua s€ lam cho sy hiép nhét cua chung ta dugc hoan thanh.

Bi Tich Thanh Thé

C6 thé noéi hang ngan diéu vé tim quan trong cua Bi Tich Thanh Thé déi véi doi sdng Kitd hiru.
Khi nhic lai gido huin cta Coéng doéng Vaticand II, GLHTCG nhic nhd chung ta rang Bi Tich Thanh
Thé 13 “ngudn mach va tot dinh cta doi sdng Kitd hiru" (# 1324, LG 11). O diém nay, ching ta chi thém
hai ¥ kién nira.

Trude hét, Bi Tich Thanh Thé theo co ban 1a vé ta on. Trong Bi Tich nay, ching ta bay to long
biét on ctia minh d6i véi tat ca moi sy ma Thién Chua da 1am cho chung ta, dac bi¢t 1a qua tinh yéu cua
Chua Giésu Kité (xem # 1360). Chuong nay nhan manh rang doi song ludn Iy Kité gido chii yéu la mot
doi séng dap lai tinh yéu cua Thién Chila - va trung tdm cia né, tat nhién, la viéc ta on. Kitd hiru 1a
nhitng ngudi da cam nghiém hdng an cua tinh yéu cua Thién Chia trong cudc sdng cua ho. Cau tra 1oi
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déu tién va co ban nhit cua ho 1a phai biét on. Khong noi nao ma "cir chi ta on" duoc dién ra tdt hon 1a
trong Bi Tich Thanh Thé.

Tht dén, nhu GLHTCG nhic nhé chung ta, phung vu Thanh Thé két thiic bcing viéc chung ta dwoc
sai vao thé gian dé trdi dai sir vu va tdc vu ciia Pire Kité cho nhitng ngudi ma ching ta gip trong cudc
song hang ngay ctia minh (xem # 1332). Trong s rt nhidu diéu khac, Bi Tich Thanh Thé 14 luong thuc
cho cudc hanh trinh. Bi Tich Thanh Thé 1a cho nhiing nguoi biét rang dép lai tinh yéu cta Thién Chua
trong cudc song hang ngay thi khong phai 1a diéu dé dang. Bi Tich Thanh Thé 1a cho nhiing nguoi biét
cac vét thuong ctia thé gidi va gii han ctia minh khi ho ¢6 ging trd thanh nhitng ngudi di theo Dic Kitd
hing ngay. Bi Tich Thanh Thé khong phai 1a mot phan thudng cho nhitng ngudi di dén noi, nhung 1a
chat dinh dudng cho nhitng ngudi dang trén dudng.

Toém Luwgc

Con ngudi duoc dung nén "theo hinh anh va giéng" Thién Chaa. Hinh anh nay di bi toi nguyén
t6 1am méo mo, nay dugc phuc hoi trong Prc Kitd, va duoc thém 16ng 1ay nho an sung ciia Thién Chua,
Déng 13 Tinh Yéu. Tinh Yéu ndy rat manh liét va c6 sirc bién d6i. Qua Purc Kitd, Thién Chua ban Tinh
Yéu nay cho ching ta mot cach nhung khéng. Néu ching ta dap lai tinh yéu Thién Chta thi Chua Thanh
Than s& bién d6i ching ta dé mdi ngdy chung ta mot nén gidng Puc Kitd hon.

Sbng doi Kito hitu 1a sdng trong tinh yéu ctia Thién Chua. Doi sdng Kitd hitu bit dau voi niém tin
rang bang mot cach tuyét V(‘)ri va cd sﬁ:c bién d6i nao d6, Puc Kitd sdng trong chung ta. Puc tin ctuia
chung ta moi goi chiing ta sdng cudc sdng ctia minh dé dap lai tinh yéu d6 bang cach lam nhiing gi chung
ta c6 thé dé yeu thu’ong tha nhan nhu Thién Chta da yéu ching ta. Thién Chtia moi goi va ban quyen
cho chung ta dé tiép tuc st ménh va tac vu ctia Chua Giésu Kitd trong thé gidi ctia minh ngay nay. Than
Khi ciia Thién Chua duoc chia sé v6i chiing ta va lién két ching ta voi Purc Kitd 1a Than Khi cia Duc
Kitd Phuc Sinh, chién théng su chét.

Xéc tin nay duogc dién dat mot cach trang 1€ trong vi¢c cir hanh céc Bi Tich. Bi tich Rua T6i 1a vé
su chét va séng lai; d6 1a vé viéc tiép can mot loai an sung va quyén nang dic biét; vé viée sat nhép vao
Than Thé Puc Kitd. Qua Bi tich Rura Toi ching ta dudc sat nhap vao Nhiém Thé Puc Kitd, bay 1a mot
161 mo1i goi - mot thach d6 - dé nhén ra su hiép nhéat thiét yéu cua chung ta véi nhau.

Doi séng ludn 1y Kitd gido chi yéu 1a mot doi sdng dép lai tinh yéu ctia Thién Chiia - va trung tim
cua no, tat nhién, 1 viéc ta on. Bi tich Thanh Thé theo co ban 1a Bi tich Ta On. Qua Bi tich Thanh Thé
Chua ban Chinh Nguoi cho chung ta. Chtia Giésu Thanh Thé & vdi va & trong chiing ta dé nudi duidng,
ddng hanh, tro gitp va bién d6i chiing ta néu ching ta that su ta on Ngudi bang cach yéu mén Ngudi va
gitt Loi Nguoi. Phung vu Thanh Thé két thuc bang viée chiing ta duoc sai vao thé gian dé trai dai st vu
va tac vu cta Pic Kitd cho nhitng ngudi ma ching ta gip trong cudc song hang ngdy ctia minh (xem
GLCG 1332).

D6 13 1y do tai sao chung ta phai yéu thuong tha nhan bang chinh Tinh Yéu cta Thién Chua.
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Céu Hoéi dé Suy Nghi va Thio Luan

Chuong nay mo ra béng mot loai suy: nd luc ciia chiing ta dé dap lai hong an tinh yéu ctia Thién
Chua ciing giéng nhu nd luc cua chung ta dé dap lai mén qua cua tinh yéu con ngudi. Loai suy
nay c6 vé thich hop cach nao nao? Chic chin rang dung 1a tat ca cac loai suy (nhimg gi ching ta
str dung dé noi vé Thién Chtia) déu thiéu sot. Loai suy ndy thiéu so6t nhu thé nao?

Chuong nay ghi nhan ba diéu vé tinh yéu cta Thién Chua: Thién Chia 14 tinh yéu; Tinh yéu cua
Thién Chua that nhan hau; Tinh y€u ctia Thién Chua that manh li¢t. Khia canh nao trong ba khia
canh nay cua tinh yéu ctua Thién Chua la khia canh ndi bat nhat dbi voi ban? Tai sao? Dua vao
kinh nghiém cuta chinh ban, ban mudn noi gi khac vé tinh yéu cua Thién Chua?

Chuong nay dit ra mot s6 ham ¥ cua viée néi rang Than Khi ciia Thién Chiia ngy trong tat ca
moi ngudi. Cac ham y ay la gi? Ban nghi gi vé chung? Ban co6 thé nghi gi vé cac ham y khac cua
xac tin rang chiing ta “c6 thé tim thdy" Thién Chiia trong tat ca moi nguoi?

Chuong nay két thiic bang mot vai suy tu vé mbi quan hé giira Bi Tich Rira T6i va Bi Tich Thanh
Thé trong doi song luan 1y Kit6 gido. Dua vao kinh nghiém cua riéng ban vé céc bi tich ndy, ban
miéu ta mdi lién hé giira cac bi tich nay nhu thé ndo va cach sdng cua chung ta nhu nhitng Kitd
hiru ra sao?



