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Bai 2 - Luén Ly Kitd Gifo va Triéu Pai ciia Thién Chia

Bai l1am & nha truéc khi dén Lép 2 — Phan 1

Home Exercise before Class 2 — Part 1

Doc Christian Morality: In the Breath of God, Chapter 2 and answer the following questions before
attending class.
Doc Bai 2 0 cac trang sau va tra loi cdac cau hoi dwoi day truoc khi tham dy lop.

(a) What are the major characteristics of the Reign or Kingdom of God?
Céc dac tinh chinh cua Nudc Thién Chua la gi?

(b) For how long has God been at work in establishing the Kingdom of God?
Thién Chua da lam viéc dé thiét 1ap Nudc Thién Chuta bao lau r6i?

(c) What is the status of the Kingdom of God today?
Tinh trang cua Nudc Thién Chua ngady nay thé nao?

(d) What is the relationship between the moral life and the Kingdom of God?
Doi song luan Iy va Nudc Thién Chua lién hé véi nhau thé nao?

() What does the author mean by “thisworldliness” and how does he see it as related to the Christian
moral life?
Téc gia c6 ¥ noi gi khi dung tir “thé gidi nay” va ong thdy n6 lién quan dén doi sdng luan 1y Kitd
gi4o thé nao?
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Viét theo Christian Morality: In the Breath of God — Chapter 2
Cuia Tién ST Russell B. Connors, Jr.
ONG TUQC

Ngay xua c6 mot khu vudn, va ngudi 1am vuon 1a 6ng Tuge. Khu vuon dy 1a khu vuon dep nhét
trong lang. Ba Phuong dic biét yéu thich khu vuon dy. Vao nhimg 1dn dao choi ban chiéu, khi c6 dip
gap ong Tugc dang chdm séc khu vudn, ba thuong noéi voi ong, “Dep qué dng Tugce, ong va Thién Chaa
¢6 mot khu vuon dep nhat trong lang.” Ong Tugc tra 11 “Tot 1am, cam on ba”.

Viéc nay xay ra trong mot thoi gian dai. ROi vao mot budi chidu néng birc va nuc nodi, 6ng Tugce
vét va 1am viéc trong vuon, vira lam vira lau md hoi tran. Theo thoi quen ctia minh, ba Phuong di dén va
nhén xét, “Ong Tuogc, t61 n61 voi 6ng, 6ng va Thién Chua c6 khu mot vuon dep tuyét voi trong lang”.
Lan nay, 6ng Tuoc ngimg coéng viéc minh dang lam, bo mii xudng, lau md hoi tran, nhin thing vao mat
ba Phuong, va noi: “Thua ba, khéng dam vo 1€ v6i ba, nhung t6i phai néi cho ba biét mot diéu. Pay co
thé 1a mot khu vuon dep tuyét voi, nhung véi viée toi va Thién Chua cung nhau lam chu no, thi hay 13m,
ba phai thay khu vuon nay 16n xon nhu thé nao khi chi c6 mot minh Thién Chua lam chu no!”

Tir sich GLHTCG 668, 669, 670, 671, 672

Chic han 1a 6ng Tugc trong cdu chuyén md du cua chiing ta ¢6 vé khong sin sang phu nhan vai
trd cua Thién Chiia v6i nhiing gi xay ra trong vuon cta 6ng, nhung chic chin 1a 6ng mudn cho ba
Phuong biét ring md hoi cua chinh ong trong cai nong ban ngay lién hé rt nhidu dén viéc vuon né hoa.

Chwong nay noi vé mdi lién hé giita nhitng gi Thién Chuia dang lam trong thé giéi nay va diéu
ching ta dugc moi goi dé lam véi Ngai. Nhu sach GLHTCG, t6i goi y rang hau hét nhitng gi Thién Chua
dang lam trong thé gidi nay c6 thé dugc mé ta bang hinh anh Thanh Kinh vé triéu dai Thién Chua - mot
tridu dai ciia cong 1y, tinh yéu va hoa binh. Nhu da thay trong cudc doi, 10i rao giang, gido huin, cai chét
va su séng lai ctia Chua Giésu Kitd, viéc Thién Chia dang lam 1a tao ra mot trdi méi dat méi (xem Kh
21). Nhung Ngai khong lam mot minh. Ching ta c6 lién hé mat thiét voi nhiing gi Ngai dang lam. Triéu
dai Thién Chuia dang va s& 1a viéc cua Thién Chiia, nhung n6 xay ra trong va qua tit ca chung ta, dic
biét 1a nhitng nguoi di theo Chua Giésu Kitd. Thién Chua dang cham séc khu vuon, nhung khong phai
khong c6 o6ng Tugc.

Chuong nay duoc coi nhu mit trai cuia Chuong 1. Trong chuong 4y, ching ta thiy ring doi séng
luan 1y Kitd gido, trude hét va trén hét, khong phai 13 vé minh, ma vé Thién Chaa. Chuong 1 ban vé& mén
qua tinh yéu ctia Thién Chua va cach chung ta cd gang dap lai lai tinh yéu nay. Diéu iy van dung. Nhung
chuong nay nhdn manh dén mot chidu hudng khac: doi song ludn Iy Kité gido lién hé rat nhiéu dén
nhitng gi chiing ta lam. N6 1ién hé dén su tham gia tich cuc ctia chung ta vao cong viéc cua Thién Chua
trong viéc tao ra mot triéu dai cong 1y, yéu thuong va hoa binh. Néu hinh anh trong Thanh Kinh c6 thé
duoc tin cdy, si tham gia tich cuc ciia ching ta vao cong viée cua Thién Chba rdt quan trong dén noi
khu vieon sé khéng né hoa néu khéng ¢ né.

Van dé gi6i thiéu, su khac biét giita chuong nay va chuong trude 13 vé& nhdn manh. Chuong trude
chi1 yéu no6i vé cach dap tra hong an tinh yéu ciia Thién Chiia. Chwong nay nhan manh cach cu thé hon
rang khuon miu cuia dép tra nay xay ra trong doi sdng Kitd hiru 1a khuén mau cta viée song trong Pirc
Kité. Nhu sach GLHTCG nhic nhd ching ta rang, Pic Kitd khong hién dién giita chiing ta nhu Nguoi
da hién dién cach day hai ngan nim. Nho quyén ning Chta Thanh Than, Nguoi hién dién qua Than Thé
Nguoi, 1a Hoi Thanh. Nguoi hién dién qua ban va t6i. Cong viéc tao thanh triéu dai Thién Chua, duoc
thiy trong cudc doi Chua Giésu Kitd, by gid duoc trao phé cho chiing ta, nhitng ké theo Nguoi.
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Nhung ching ta dang di qua nhanh. Trong cac trang tiép theo, chung ta s& xem xét cic x4c tin clia
Kit6 gido vé triéu dai ctia Thién Chia la nhitng gi va su tham gia tich cuc vao triéu dai iy doi hoi gi. R6i
ching ta s& luu ¥ dén diéu ma t6i goi 1a “sy quan tim dén thé gisi nay”.

Xac Tin ciia Kité gido vé Triéu Pai Thién Chia

Xac tin cta Kit6 gido vé triéu dai Thién Chiia dugc xdy dung tren duc t1n cua dan Israel. Vi Vay,
chung ta hay xem xét mot doan Thanh Kinh néi kha rd rang vé nguon gdc niém tin cia dan Israel vé
triéu dai a ay. Xudt Hanh 3:7-10. Trong cau chuyén, nguoi Do thai, bi bt lam nd 1€ & Ai Cap, cu nguyén
cung Thién Chua, xin Ngai lam mét diéu gi cho ho. Trong doan vin sau, Thién Chiia n6i véi 6ng Mosé
va, qua ong, véi dan Israel.

Ta da thdy ré néi cuc kho cia dan Ta tai Ai Cdp, va nghe thdu tiéng kéu rén ciia chiing vi bi cdc
qudn doc hanh ha; phdi, Ta biét su dau kho ciia ching. Ta ngu xuong dé gidi thodt chiing khoi
tay nguweoi Ai Cdp, va dan ching ra khéi Ai Cép, va dwa ching tir dat dé 1én dén mot dat dep dé
va rong rai, chay stta va mdt ong, nghia la dat ciia dan Canaan, dan Hittit, dan Améri, dan Peridit,
ddn Hivit va ddn Giébu. Nay day, tiéng kéu rén ciia dan Israel dd thau dén Ta, va Ta dd thdy
chiing bi dan Ai Cdp ha hiép thé ndo; vdy hdy lai ddy, Ta sé sai nguoi dén véi Pharad, dé dua

dan ta, la dan Israel, ra khéi Ai Cap (Xudt Hanh 3:7-10)

Pric tin ctia dan Do Thai vé tridu dai Thién Chua bit dau & d6. N6 bat dau véi niém tin rang Thién
Chua khong nhiing chi nghe chung ta va quan tim dén chung ta, ma con tdo bao hon - Thién Chaa sén
sang can thiép, “xudng” dé ¢ véi ching ta va hanh dong vi ching ta. Cau chuyén nay bay to niém tin
ctia dan Israel rang Thién Chua quan tdm siu xa dén tinh trang ap birc va bit cong. Ham ¥ ciia viéc nay
d6i v6i dan Isreal da tro thanh diéu nay: nhu Thién Chiia “dd xudng” dé lam diéu gi d6 vé tinh trang nd
16 va ap birc ciia chung ta, va ching ta ciing phdi dic biét quan tam va dan than hanh dong cho nhing
nguoi nghéo hodc nhitng nguoi bi ap burc.

Ciing luu ¥ rang cau chuyén dién ta dic tin ciia dan Israel vé viéc Thién Chuaa hanh dong nhu thé
nao - khong truc tiép, ma trong va qua 6ng Mosé, trong va qua dan Israel. Vi thé Thién Chta phan voi
6ng Mosé rang hiy di gap Pharad va dua dan ra khoi ach n6 18. Trong ciu chuyén, ong Mdsé phan doi:
‘Con 14 ai ma dam dén cung Pharad, dé dua dan Israel ra khoi Ai Cap?” (X# 3:11). Thién Chua tra 16
khong phai bang cach cho ong Mosé bét cir didu gi gan nhu mot ké hoach hanh dong hodc mot ban dd
chi duong. Thay vao d6, Thién Chua chi don thuan ban mét 10 htra: “Ta s& & v6i nguoi” (XA 3:12).

Diéu cong dong Kitd hitu tin tuong vé “Nudc Thién Chua” hay “tridu dai ciia Thién Chiia” ciing
turong tw nhu thé, nhung né tap trung vao nhitng gi chiing ta tin 1a Thién Chua dé thuc hién trong cudc
doi va cong viée, cai chét va sy séng lai cua Chua Giésu Kitd. Ciing nhu sach GLHTCG viét (xem #
714), chiing ta hay nhin thodng qua doan van quan trong sau day tur Tin Mung Thanh Luca:

Than Khi ciia Chiia ngu trén T0i,
vi Ngai da xirc dau cho T6i,

dé loan bdo Tin Mirng cho nhitng ngueoi nghéo khé.
Ngadi dd sai Téi di cong bo sw gidi thodt cho nhitng nguoi bi giam cam,
lam cho nguwoi mi dwoc thdy,
va tra lai tw do cho nhitng nguoi bi ap burc,
dé céng bé mét nam hong dn ciia Chiia.
(Lc 4:18-19)

Nhiing 10i cia Chua Giésu ¢ day, mot trich dan tir Isaia 61:1-2, 1a mot 1o cong bd téo bao cua duc
tin Kitd gido vé Chua Giésu Kitd. Than Khi cia Thién Chua d3 ngu trén Chua Giésu mot cach doc dao
va an tuong. Nguoi 1a Con Thién Chua ¢ giita chiing ta, va st mang ctia Nguoi 13 mang Tin Mung dén
cho nhitng ngudi nghéo doi, dau khd va b ap birc. Khi lién két diéu nay voi doan van tir sach Xudt Hanh,
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cac Kitd hiru tin rdng trong va qua con ngudi cing cong viéc ctia Chua Giésu Kitd, Thién Chia “da
xubng” dé & cung ching ta. Thién Chua khong nhirng chi quan tdm dén nhu cu cta chung ta, chu ¥ dén
tinh trang d6 v& va t6i 156 ciia chiing ta, ma trong Chua Giésu, Ngai da 6m iy chiing.

Pé chic chin, cac Kitd hitu khéng dinh rﬁng su hién dién yéu thuong va ctru d6 cia Thién Chua
da dugc to hién trong doi séng ctia dan Israel, nhung chiing ta ciing tin rang khi sai Con Minh dén gitra
chung ta, Thién Chua da lam mot diéu gl moi. T vieu dai cua Thién Chiia dd duoc thiét ldp - chua Kkét
thic, nhung da duoc thiét 1ap - mot cach dut khoat. Niém tin nay dugc Thanh Stir Marcé tom bét rat hay.
Trong Tin Ming cta ngai, ngai dd n6i nhimg 101 dau tién vé Chua Giésu nhu sau: “Day 1a thoi vién mén,
va Nudc Thién Chiia dd gan dén. Hay 4n nan sam hdi va tin vao Tin Mimg” (Mc 1:15).

Bing cum tir “Nudc Thién Chua” hay “tridu dai Thién Chiia”, cac Kitd hitu c6 ¥ noi rang nhiing
gi Thién Chua lam trong Chiia Giésu Kitd da thiét lap chién thing cudi cing ciia an sung trén toi 151,
chién thing cua cong 1y trén sy 4p birc, va bi hing nhét, 1a chién thing ctia sy sdng trén su chét. Can luu
¥ rang, duc tin Kitd gido cho rang chién thing nay, tridu dai ndy, chi méi bt dau; né hau nhu chua hoan
thanh. Chung ta chi can xem céc nhét bao budi sang dé duge nhéc nho réng toi 16i, ap burc, va su chét
van con ¢ véi chung ta. Tuy nhién, Kitd hitu 13 nhitng nguoi hy vong - thuc su, cho doi — sy hoan thanh
cua chién théng cua Dic Kitd, triéu dai cia Puc Kito.

Noi cach hoi khac, duc tin Kitd gido cung cép cho cac tin hitu mét cai nhin vé lich st - thuc su,
mot cai nhin rat ddy hy vong. Thién Chta dang 1am mét diéu gi d6 trong mét thoi gian dai. Pugc thoang
thdy trong cudc sdng cuia dan Israel va duoc bi tham hoa trong con ngudi va viéc 1am ciia Chua Giésu
Kito, dic biét 1a trong va qua chién thing cua Nguoi trén su chét - Thién Chua di va van tiép tuc bién
d6i nhan loai va tao 1ap mot troi moi va dat méi. PO 13 mot tuyén bd khé kinh ngac. Cau hoi dau tién
cho chiing ta don thuan 1a “Chung ta c6 tin diéu 4y khong? Ching ta c6 nghi rang diéu ay c6 kha thi,
thue ra, c6 thé thuc su xdy ra khong?” Va cau hoi tiép theo 1a “Vai tro cta ching ta trong cong trinh ky
diéu nay cua Thién Chia 1a gi?” Chung ta hiy tiép tuc dé tra 10i cau hoi ay.

Poi Song Luan Ly Kitd gidao nhw Tich Cwe Tham Gia vao viéc Xay Dung Triéu Dai
Thién Chua ciaa Pire Kito

R rang 1a khong co gi té nhi vé tiéu dé dai ciia phan nay. Néu cau hoi 1a vai tro cua chiing ta trong
triéu dai ctia Thién Chua 1a gi? thi ciu tra 1i 1a chung ta duoc moi goi tham gia tich cuc vao nhiing gi
Thién Chua dang lam. Trong cac doan tiép theo, toi dé nghi chiing ta suy nghi mot chit vé y nghia cua
cac tir tich cuc va tham gia. Toi dé nghi rang diéu ma su tham gia doi hoi ching ta 1a dirc khiém nhudng,
va diéu ma tich cuc doi hoi ching ta 1a mot ¥ thuc vé tinh cp bach.

Dé thdy minh nhu mot ngudi tham gia vao cong trinh cua D Kitd trong viée xdy dung triéu dai
Thién Chua, chic chin 1a doi hoi mot s6 didu. Toi dé nghi ring trong s6 nhitng doi hoi quan trong nhét
1a ¥ thte vé su khiém nhuong that su. Toi khong c6 ¥ néi dén hy hoa vé su khiém nhuong ma ching ta
c6 thé nghi dén - d6 13 y tuong sai 1am vé khiém nhuong cho rang “Téi thuc sy khong co gia tri bao
nhiéu” hodc “toi thuc su khong c6 nhiéu dong gbp”. D6 1a mot ¥ tudng rit khac xa véi dire khiém nhudng
chan chinh. Dtrc khiém nhuong chan chinh 13 nhan dtrc gitip ching ta thiy rd con ngudi that ciia minh;
d6 1a mot nhan dirc gitp chung ta va cham véi thyc té. Dudi anh sang ciia dirc tin Kitd gido, nhig ngudi
khiém nhuong biét rang ho khong 1a gi khac hon 13 con cai Thién Chua, dugc tao dung theo hinh anh va
gidng Thién Chua (xem Sang Thé 1:27; GLHTCG, # 356). Cac Kitd hitu khiém ton tin diéu nay cach
sdu xa. Ho biét ring vi ngudn gdc ctia ho (trong Thién Chua) va vi van ménh cta ho (trong Thién Chia),
ho 1a nhiing thu tao c6 gia tri to rat 16n, vo gia. Nhung nhé lai mot diéu duoc nhin manh trong Chuong
1, ho ciing biét rang tat ca déu 1a 4n sung, tit ca déu la qua ting, chir khong phai 1a két qua cta nhimng
thanh cong cda ho, du co6 gia tri dén dau di nira. V&i Kito hiru, sy khiém nhuong chan chinh bt dau &
do.
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Nhung né khéng nging lai & d6. Trd nén khiém ton va tré thanh mén dé Puc Kito 1a tin rang
Thién Chua dang lam mot diéu gi dang kinh ngac: kién tao triéu dai tinh yéu, cong 1y va hoa binh. Long
khiém nhudng ctia nhitng ngudi nhu thé s& giup ho khong bao gid quén rang tir dau dén cudi, d6 1a cong
viéc cua Thién Chua, tridu dai ciia Thién Chiia. Piéu ching ta dwoc moi goi dé 1am 1a tham gia vao
nhitng gi Thién Chua dang 1am qua nhimng cach ma trong d6 chung ta sdng doi minh, qua nhiing cach
ma trong d6 chung ta 1am viéc vi tinh yéu, cong 1y va hoa binh. Nhung trong moi liic, chiing ta tot nhét
la ghi nh¢ thyec tai cua tinh trang tuy¢t voi nay: Chinh 1a viéc lam ctia Thién Chtia lam, chur khong phai
ctia chung ta. Chiing ta phai tham gia, va vang, su tham gia ctia chung ta 1a diéu can thiét. Nhung viéc
tao ra mot troi mai va dit mai rd rang 1a mdt cong trinh “to 16n hon” bét ctr ai (hoac tat ca moi nguoi)
trong chung ta. N6 “to 16n hon” diéu ma bat ctr ai (hodc tt ca moi ngudi) trong chiing ta c6 thé lam.

Tai sao diéu nay lai quan trong? No quan trong vi loai khiém nhuong nay — khiém nhudng that su
ctia Kitd hiru - c6 thé giai phong chiing ta khoi cha nghia ti cho minh 13 hoan hao 1 diéu lam ton thwong
qua nhiéu nguoi trong ching ta, chu nghia tu cho minh 13 hoan hao, cudi cung dan dén trAm cam, néu
khong phai 1a tuyét vong, vi chung cudc, tit ca ching ta déu khong phai 14 nhitng nguoi hoan hiao ma
chung ta nghi minh déng 1& 1a. Hon nita, dtrc khiém nhudng Kitd gido chan chinh c6 thé gitip tit ca chung
ta séng véi nhitng viéc chua hoan thanh. Trong cudc sdng hang ngay cta ching ta, bao nhiéu ngudi phai
vat 16n véi céc lich trinh bu dau, thuong lam ching ta that vong vao cudi ngay vi minh thyuc sy da chua
1am xong duoc tit ca? Va quan trong hon nita, bao nhiéu ngudi trong chung ta phai vat 16n voi viée chua
hoan thanh cua thé gi6i chung ta: véi nhitng méi lién hé db v va hau nhu “hét thude chita”; voi nhitng
van dé x4 hoi ngdp dau nhu nghéo tung, d6i khat va bat cong; cung véi thu dich va bao luc kéo dai hang
thé ky? Puc tin vao triéu dai Thién Chaa cta Kitd gido mdi goi chung ta tin rang, du sitc manh cia toi
16i va dau khé c6 ctng dau cach nao di nita, thi triéu dai ctia Thién Chua, chién thing cua Thién Chua,
da can ké; nd dang dén. Tin diéu éy lién hé dén viéc mao hiém, mot mao hiém c6 vé g?m nhu dién khung.
Tuy nhién, theo sach GLHTCG thi niém tin nhu vdy s& mo ra hy vong, hy vong vao nhiing gi Thién
Chua c6 thé 1am va nhitng gi Thién Chua da lam (xem # 1817-1821). Niém hy vong 4y phai dya trén
1ong khiém t6n, kha nang nhan ra thuc tai ctia gi4 tri cta chinh minh khi gop phan vao nhiing gi Thién
Chua dang lam trong thé gidi nay.

Néu dirc khiém nhuong 1a diéu thiét yéu cho kha niang tham gia tt cia chung ta vao viéc xay dung
tridu dai Thién Chiia, mot ¥ thirc cap bach ciing quan trong khong kém trong viéc tham gia tich cuc ctia
chung ta vao cong viéc ddy durc tin ndy. C6 18 mot cau chuyén c6 thé gitp chung ta & day.

T6i nhd lai bai than hoc dau tién; cha t6i 14 thay giao. N6 xay ra nhiéu nam trude day khi ching
t6i coi mot tran dau bong chay ctia doi banh Cleveland Indians trén dai truyén hinh. T6i khoang bay tam
tudi. Minnie Minoso budc vao khung vudng ctia ngudi cam chdy, va khi anh ta vao, toi thiy anh ta da
lam ddu Thanh Gia. Trudc day toi chua timg dé ¥ dén diéu nay, cho nén toi da ndi voi bd t6i: “Bb co
thiy diéu iy khong, B6? Minnie di 1am d4u Thanh Gia, nd c¢6 gitp gi anh ta khong?” Chéng can phai
suy nghi nhiéu, than hoc gia cua t6i tra 10, “N6 c6 giup gi anh ta khong?” N6 sé& gitp anh ta - mién 1a
anh ta phai dén thuc tap danh bong chiy, mién 13 anh ta c6 thé danh tring!”

Trong nhitng luc t6t hon (nhu lic ndy), cha toi 1a mot ngudi khon ngoan - va dng ay 13 mot nguoi
c6 duc tin. Diéu t6i hoc duoc trong bai hoc than hoc dau tién iy 1a Thién Chua giup ching ta, nhung
Ngai can chiing ta tu giup minh. Chung ta can phai dén dé thuc tap choi bong chay. Ching ta can di cac
budc ma chiing ta c6 thé di dé hoan thanh cong viéc. Thién Chua s& ¢ cting chung ta, Thién Chua sé& gitip
chung ta, nhung Thién Chua chic khong 1am diéu 4y thay cho chung ta. Téi cho ring day 1a Iy do tai sao
t6i rat thong cam véi éng Tuogc trong cau chuyén mo dau chuong nay. Nguoi 1am vuon 1am t6t d¢é nhé
rang trude hét ca ong ta va ngdi vuon déu hién hiru vi hoat dong sang tao ctia Thién Chua. Ngudi 1am
vuon lam t6t dé nhé rang ong ta khong phai 1a tac gia cta sy song. Du vay, nguoi 1am vuon ciing biét
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rang co rat nhidu cong viéc phai 1am trong vudn, va ngay ca khi ong cau xin cho thoi tiét tot va cy moc
t6t, 6ng biét rang minh phai chu toan cac nhiém vu hién thoi.

Vi vay, viéc tham gia tich cuc vao triéu dai ctia Thién Chta doi hoi gi? N6 doi hoi mot y thic vé
su khan trrong. N6 doi hoi kha nang nhin thiy nhiing co hoi dang ¢ sin trong ban tay ctia chung ta, dé
“dap tmg kip thoi”, dé 1am mot diéu gi ngay hom nay hau co thé thing tién triéu dai cong 1y, tinh yéu va
hoa binh Thién Chua.

Pay chinh 13 diéu ma Thién Chua da truyén cho ong Mosé khi Ngai sai 6ng dén ciing Pharad dé
dan dwa dan ching ra khoi 4ch né 18 & Ai Cap. Thién Chia d3 yéu cau 6ng M6sé phai tin rang Ngai s&
lam cho viéc dy xay ra, va, dong thoi, rang n6 sé khong xay ra néu khong c6 sy lanh dao va hanh dong
dut khoat ctia chinh 6ng. Noi cach khac, triéu dai Thién Chua 14 sy cai tri ctia Thién Chia, va chién théng
trén toi 18i va su chét s& gianh dugc boi quyén ning ciia Thién Chua - va ching ta van dugc moi goi dé
hanh dong. Ba Phuong dung: Thién Chtia va 6ng Tugc c6 mot khu vuon xinh dep. Nhung 6ng Tuoc
cling dung: khu vuon tré nén kha 16n xon khi nguoi lam vuon khong 1am xong viéc.

Nhu chung ta di thiy & dau chuong, doi séng Kitd hitu 1a doi sdng trong Than Khi. D6 1a kha
ning dé cho Thién Chua sdng trong minh va qua minh, kha ning tin rang triu dai Thién Chua s& dén vi
quyén ning ctia Than Khi Thién Chaa. Nhung doi sdng Kitd hitu ciing doi hoi phai thanh mot nhan
chung.

Trong tiéng Hy Lap, ngdn ngit cua Tan Ubc, tir chitng nhdn va tir tir vi dao dugc coi 1a twong
duong. Pé lam ching nhan cho Pirc Kitd nghia 1a hanh dong theo nhitng cach d6i khi bi tham va dit
gia. D6i voi mot sé ngudi, nd co nghia 13 ban ting su sdng ctia minh vi coéng 1y, tinh yéu va hoa binh.
Nhitng nhan chimg nhu vy bi hing hoa tinh cip bach lién quan dén viéc tham gia tich cuc cta chung
ta vao triéu dai Thién Chua.

Poi Song Luan Ly Kitd Gido va “quan tdm dén thé gi6i nay”

Doi hoi & phén cudi cua chuong nay la sy tham gia tich cuc ctia chung ta vao viéc tao ra triéu dai
Thién Chua c6 mot “quan tim” nao d6 “dén thé gian nay”. Dé hiéu didu nay co nghia gi, chiing ta hay
nhin vin tit dén quan diém cua Karl Marx.

Karl Marx (1818-1883) la mét triét gia ngudi Pirc, ma nhiing tu tudng ciia 6ng duge mo ta 1a duy
vat (chdi tir binh dién tm linh ciia con nguoi), theo thuyét dinh ménh (giam ty do ciia con ngudi xudng
mure tdi thiéu), va vo than (pht nhan sy hién hiru, hodc it ra sy thiét yéu, cua Thién Chua). Quan tam sau
xa dén tinh trang ctia cic cong nhan & Chau Au trong thoi ctia 6ng — cic cong nhan (gdom ca tré em) da
lam viéc vt va lau gio trong cac nha mdy thiéu an toan véi sb luong it 6i khong du dé nudi gia dinh,
nhan pham khong miy duoc ton trong - Marx kéu goi mot thay ddi xa hoi triét dé. Dén day van tot.
Nhung duoc xay dung trong cc tu tudng triét hoc va chinh tri cia ong 1a mot phé binh triét dé vé ton
gido, dic biét 1a Kitod giao, nhu “thude phién ctia dan ching”. Ong két an rang niém tin Kito gido vé thién
dang lam dan chung sao 1ang viéc nhin thay nhimng gi dang thuc su xdy ra trong thé giéi cia ho va khong
cho ho ¢6 bét cir hanh dong nao vé tinh trang dan ap va bat cong. Nhu mot loai thudc, niém tin vao “mét
thé gi6i khac” lam nhut cac gidc quan cta cac Kitd hiru khién ho vui 1ong chiu dung bat cong xi hdi &
doi nay boi vi cudi cing, doi sau méi thue su quan trong. Loi phé binh ciia Marx vé Kitd gido 1a diéu
ma t6i thich goi 13 “quan tdm dén thé gidi khac”; ong budc toi Kitd gido 1a tip trung qua nhiéu nd luc
vao “thé gi6i sau” va qua it vao thé gidi nay.

C6 thé 1a van dé tranh cii liéu nhitng 10i chi trich cia Marx c¢6 anh hudng thyc sy dén Kito giao
hay khong. Nhung diéu dudng nhu khong thé tranh cii duge trong lich st 1a ching bao lau sau Marx,
cac hoi thanh Kitd giao gdm ca Hoi Thanh Cong gido Roma - bat ddu cht ¥ nhidu hon dén céc té nan xa
hoi nhu nghéo doi, ap birc, va bt cong. Nam 1891, Pirc Gido Hoang Lé6 XIII d ban hanh mot thong
diép quan trong 13 Rerum Novarum (Tén Sw), vé hoan canh cua cac cong nhan va nhu cau cai cach xa
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hoi. Thong diép dy bat dau diéu duoc coi 1a gido huin vé cong bing x3 hoi hién dai ciia Cong gido.
Chuong 7 cua sach ndy s& xem xét truyén thdng 4y. Piém nhin manh ¢ day don thuan 1a: gido hudn x4
hoi Cong gido c6 mot “sy quan tdm rd rang dén thé gidi nay”. Trong mot trim nim qua, hiu nhu moi
Gido Hoang, tr Buc Léo XIII dén Dtrc Gioan Phaold 11, (ddac biét la Dirc Phanxico), da chu y rat nhiéu
dén nhiing quan tdm xa hoi cua thoi dai va da kéu goi moi Kito hitu — tirng cd nhan, nhung déac biét 1a
tap thé - danh hét nang luc ciia minh dé théng vuot nan ngheo khd, doi khat, vo gia cu, ky thi, ap buc va
bao luc. Pao Cong Gido ¢ vé dd nghe gido huan Thanh Kinh vé tridu dai Thién Chia mot cach méi mé
trong thé ky qua, bang mot cach duong nhu dugc danh déu bang “su quan tim dén thé gidi nay”. Ciing
nhu Pirc Kitd tin rang Than Khi ciia Thién Chiia dang ngy trén Ngudi va kéu goi Ngudi cong bd mot sir
diép hy vong cho nguoi ngheo, dem lai ty do cho nhitng ké bi tu day, gidi phong nhitng ké bi ap buc,
ciing vy, trong thé ky nay, gido huin Cong Gido d nhan manh ring cing mot Than Khi ctiia Thién Chua
dang ngu trén chung ta, ring st ménh cua Dirc Kitd gio ddy 1a cua ching ta. Nhu cac vi Gido Hoang va
Giam Muc d3 nhic nhd, chang ta ciing thé, phai quan tim dén viéc dong gdp vao cong viée yéu thuong,
cong 1y va hoa binh cua Purc Kitd trong thé gian nay, vi d6 13 diéu ma triéu dai ctia Thién Chaa quan
tam dén.

Hai cht giai rit quan trong nita vé “su quan tdm dén thé gidi nay”. Thr nhét, cach nhin vao doi
séng Kitd hiru ndy - nhu sy tham gia tich cuc vao cong viéc cua tridu dai ciia Thién Chta — mdi goi
chung ta cht y &én sur lién tuc giita thé gidi ndy va “troi méi dat méi” ma Thién Chua dang hinh thanh.
Chiéc chin 13 ¢6 su gian doan gitta thé gidi nay va “thé giéi sau”. Thé gidi nay khong phai 1a thién dang
(néu chiing ta khong nhén thiy) va, thuc ra, mot ngay nao d6 s& khong don thuan tré thanh thién dang
nhu két qua cua vi¢c lam tap thé cua chung ta. Dé cho tridu dai cia Thién Chta duoc hoan thanh, Thién
Chua s& phai hanh dong mot cach méi mé va quyét dinh. Tuy nhién, hinh anh Thanh Kinh vé triéu dai
Thién Chua cho thay co su lién tuc gitta thé gidi ndy va “trdi méi dat méi” sé& dén. Triéu dai ctia Thién
Chua “dd gan”, céc tac gia Thanh Kinh nhan manh ring né di & giira chung ta. Néi cach khac, day
khong phai 1a mot thé giéi “bi phi pham”. Triéu dai ctia Thién Chuia s& khong thay thé cho nhiing nd
luc ctia chiing ta va nhiitng chién cong nho bé vé cong 1y, tinh yéu va hoa binh ¢ dy va bay gid; thay
vao d6, no s& dem ching dén hoan thanh. Nhing gi chung ta 1am trong thé gi¢i nay déu quan trong;
ching 1a mot phan cuia cong trinh 16n hon ciia Thién Chua.

Thtr hai, diéu quan trong 14 phai thira nhan mot s6 didu ma “sy quan tam dén thé gii nay” khong
¢ ¥ n6i dén. N6 khong ¢ y noi rang cac bon phan duy nhit cta ching ta nhu cac Kitd hiru 13 cac bon
phan lién quan truc tiép dén van dé cong bang xa hoi. Rat nhiéu trang trong Sach GLGHCG théo luan
cac bon phan cua chiing ta lién quan dén chinh Hoi Thanh hodc lién quan dén viéc tho phuong cho thay
rang Kitd gido khong chi don thuan 13 vé cac quan tim xa hoi. Ngoai ra, nhin manh dén cac khia canh
“quan tAm dén thé gidi nay” cua triéu dai Thién Chua va doi séng Kitd hiru, khong c6 nghia 1a trong
cudc sdng hang ngay ciia minh, ching ta phai tré thanh cic nha du tranh xa hoi. Nhiéu ngudi trong
chung ta c6 thé xac dinh cac bon phan ludn 1y quan trong phat sinh tir mdi quan hé ctia minh véi tu cach
la cha me, con cai, anh chi em, ban be, cong nhan ... Mot ) nguoi trong ching ta khoe manh; mdt )
ngudi trong chung ta dau yéu va phai cdm cung. Mot sb nguoi chiing ta ¢ nhitng dia vi ¢6 anh huong
16n trong doi sdng cong cong; nhidu ngudi trong ching ta khong c6. Vi vay, nhimg cach ma chung ta
tich cuc tham gia vao cong viéc cua Thién Chua trong viéc tao ra mot triéu dai cong 1y, tinh yéu va hoa
binh c6 thé thay d6i rt nhiéu giira nguoi nay va nguoi khac.

Tét ca ching ta déu phai quan tdm dén ngudi 14n can cua minh, va tiy theo kha niang ctia minh,
chung ta phai lam nhirng gi c6 thé dé dong gop vao cong viée ctia Thién Chiia. Ching ta phai cham soc
cho khu vuon ma chung ta dang 6.

Cudi cung, viéc nhin manh dén “su quan tam dén thé gidi nay” cua triéu dai Thién Chua va su
tham gia tich cuc cta ching ta vao n6 khong c6 nghia 1a khong c6 chd cho viée cau nguyén. Nhung c6
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18, nhu trong Muia Vong, 161 cAu nguyén ctia ching ta ¢6 thé c6 hai hinh thirc. C6 thé that tot khi chung
ta cau nguyén “Lay Chuia Giésu, xin hiy dén!” mdi ngay, cau xin cho Thién Chua hoan thanh nhimng gi
da bat ddu mot cach dit khoat noi Chtia Giésu thanh Nadareth. Va chiing ta ciing c6 thé cau xin cho doi
mit ciia minh c¢6 thé mé ra, dé ching ta c6 thé nhan ra va dép lai nhitng co hoi “dang dén” ngd hau gitip
vao viéc hinh thanh triéu dai cta Thién Chua.

TOM LUQC

Hau hét nhiing gi Thién Chtia dang 1am trong thé gidi niy c6 thé dugc moé ta bang hinh anh Thanh
Kinh vé triéu dai Thién Chiia - mot triéu dai ctia cong ly, tinh yéu va hoa binh. Triéu dai any di dugc
mic khai tr thoi cac T6 Phu va khai mao cach dic biét qua cac bién ¢b ctua Chua Giésu. Nuge Thién
Chua lién quan dén chién thing ctia cong 1y trén ap birc, cua ty do trén nd 18, clia an sting trén tinh trang
toi 161 va cua sur séng trén su chét. Cac Kitd hitu duge moi goi séng va lam chimg cho triéu dai Thién
Chua bang cach dé cho Thién Chua séng trong chung ta va qua chung ta. Nhd d6 chung ta c6 thé lam
nhan ching cho Pt Kitd dé dem cong 1y, tu do va hoa binh dén cho thé gian.

Triéu dai Thién Chua s& khong thay thé nhitng nd luc ctia chiing ta, nhung s& dem chiing dén hoan
thanh. Diéu chung ta 1am trong thé gii nay déu quan trong; n6 1a mot phan cua cong trinh 16n hon cua
Thién Chua. Nhung bon phan duy nhét ctia chung ta nhu Kit6 hitu khong phai chi 1a bon phan lién quan
tryc tiép dén van dé cong bang xa hoi ma théi, ma 1a dem Tin Mung ctia Chua dén cho moi ngudi.
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Céu Héi dé Suy Nghi va Thio Luan

Ban nghi gi vé cau chuyén m¢ du ctia chuong nay? Thién Chua c6 tham gia vao nhitng gi ma
6ng Tugc dang 1am trong vuon khong? Tham gia thé nao? Thién Chiia c6 hoat dong trong thé
gi6i nay khong? Néu cé, thi cach nao? Ban mé ta mdi quan hé giita nhing gi chiing ta 1am trong
thé giGi nay va nhitng gi Thién Chua lam trong thé gidi nay nhu thé nao?

Ban nghi ngay dén diéu gi khi nghe cum tir “triéu dai cia Thién Chtia”? Ban c6 thé ké ra bat ky
bien c0 nao doi vdi ban co vé 1a cac dau chi cho thay rang triéu dai ciia Thién Chua dang xdy ra?

Chuong nay dé ra rang dtrc khiém nhuong va y thirc vé su cdp bach 1a nhitng dic tinh thiét yéu
cho nhiing ai tham gia tich cuc vao triéu dai ciia Thién Chiia. Mt sb dic tinh khac c6 vé nhu can
thiét 1a nhirng dac tinh nao? Giai thich. Ban c6 thé néu tén mot sb ngudi ma ban théy nhitng dac
tinh nay khong?

Ban nghi gi vé thdo luan ctia chuong nay vé “su quan tdm dén thé gidi nay”’? Chang 1€ “su quan
tam dén the gioi khac” khong dong vai tro nao trong doi song va tam linh cua cac cé nhan Kitd
hiru sao? Nhitng nguy hiém nao co6 thé c6 véi moi y tudng ay?
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Bai 3 - Luan Ly Kité Gido va On Goi Lam Nguoi

Bai 1am & nha truéc khi dén Lép 3

Home Exercise before Class 3

Read Cathechism of the Catolic Church nos. 1730-1748 and anwer the following questions:
Doc Sach Giao Ly cua Hoi Thanh Cong Gido cau 1730-1748 va tra loi nhitng cau hoi dwoi day:

(a) What is meant by the term “human freedom™? To what aspects of the human person is it related?
Thuat nglr “su tu do ctia con nguoi” c6 nghia gi? No lién quan dén nhirng binh dién gi cua con
nguoi?

(b) What acts can be imputed to their author?
Nhirng hanh ddng nao c6 thé dugc quy toi hay trach nhiém cho tac gia cuia chung?

(c) What can diminish, or even nullify, the imputabilty of an act? Why?
bicu gi c6 thé giam bdt hay tham chi xda bd viéc quy trach nhi¢m cua mot hanh vi? Tai sao?

(d) What is the relationship of human freedom to sin? To grace?

Su lién hé gitta ty do ctia con ngudi véi toi 16 1a gi? Vi an sting 1a gi?

Read CCC 1803-1829 and anwer the following questions:
Doc Sach Gido Ly cua Hoi Thanh Cong Giao cau 1730-1748 va tra loi nhitng cau hoi dudi day:

(a) What is the definition of the term “virtue”?
Dinh nghia “nhan dac” 1a gi?

(b) What are the cardinal virtues? Describe them.
Céc nhan duc tru 1a gi? Hay mo ta chung.

(c) What are the theological virtues? Describe them.
Céc nhan duc doi than 1a gi? Hay mo ta chung.

(d) What distinguishes the theological virtues from the cardinal virtues?
Diéu gi gitp phan biét giita cac nhan dirc d6i than va cac nhan dic tru?
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Read Cathechism of the Catolic Church nos. 1949-1986 and anwer the following questions:
Doc Sach Gido Ly cua Hoi Thanh Cong Giao cau 1949-1986 va tra loi nhitng cau hoi dudi day:

(a) The eternal moral law is the work of whom? To what purpose was it created?
Luat luan ly vinh ctru 1a cong trinh ctua ai? N6 duogc tao ra voi muc dlich gi?

(b) What is meant by the term “natural moral law”? To whom do these laws apply? Do these laws
vary over time?
Thuat nglr “luat luan 1y tu nhién” c6 nghia gi? Cac luat nay ap dung cho nhitng ai? Céc luat nay
c6 thay d6i voi thoi gian khong?

(c) How is revealed law different from natural law?
Luat mac khai khac luat tu nhién thé nao?

(d) What are the two stages of revelation of the revealed law?
Hai giai doan mac khai ctia luat mac khai la nhirng giai doan nao.

(e) What is meant by the term “the law of the Gospel”? In what way is it something more than a
collection of prescriptions and proscriptions contained in the four canonical gospels”?
Thuat ngt “luat Tin Mung” c6 nghia gi? N6 troi vuot hon mot bo suu tap cac m¢nh Iénh va cAm
1énh chira dung trong bon Tin Ming trong quy thu & chd nao?
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Bai 3 - On Goi Lam Nguoi trong Thanh Thin
Viét theo sich Gido Ly ciia Hoi Thanh Céng Gido

Su sdng trong Thanh Than kién toan on goi 1am nguoi. Su sdng d6 gdm viéc kinh mén Thién Chua
va lién d6i véi moi ngudi. Thién Chua ban tdng sy song nhu on cuu do (1699).

Phim Gia ciia Con Nguoi

Phim gid ctia mdt ngudi bit ngudn tir viée dugc dung nén theo hinh anh va gidng Thién Chua.
Hinh anh nay da bi t0i nguyén td 1am méo mo, nay dugc phuc hoi trong Puc Kito, va dugc thém 1ong
13y nho an sung ctia Thién Chua. Ai ciing c6 hinh anh cta Thién Chta vi ¢6 mot "linh hdn bat ti" va
mot ¥ chi tr do. Nho 1y tri, con ngudi nhan ra tiéng ndi ctia Thién Chua thuc ddy minh "lam lanh lanh
dir". Mdi nguoi phai vang theo tiéng no6i dy, va thuc hién trong tinh mén Chua yéu ngudi. Viéc thuc thi
doi sdng luan 1y ching nhan phdm gia cia con ngudi. Con ngudi pham toi vi lam dung su tu do cua
minh. Vi t6i nguyén td, ching ta ¢6 khuynh huéng d& pham toi, nhung Birc Kitd di ban cho ching ta
mot doi sdng mai va sitc manh dé chién thang t6i 16i. An sung ctia Nguoi phuc hdi nhiing gi toi 16i da
lam hu hong noi ching ta. Nho tin vao Dtc Kitd, chung ta dat téi dirc 4i hoan hao bang cach sdng theo
guong Ngudi va két hop v6i Nguoi. Nho an sing ciia Ngudi, doi séng ludn 1y cua chiing ta duoc trudng
thanh, va chiing ta c6 thé dat duoc su séng vinh ctru trén Nude Troi (1701-1715).

On Goi Hwéng Hanh Phic cia Ching Ta
Tdm Méi Phiic Thét

Tam Mdi Phuc That 13 trong tAm cua nhiing 16i Chtia Giésu giang day. Tam Mbi Phuc That phac
hoa dung mao va dirc 4i cia Ngudi. Chung dién ta on goi cia céc tin hitu 1a dugc lién két v&i cude khd
nan va phuc sinh ctia Nguoi, soi sang nhirng hanh dong va thai do dac thu cia doi Kité hitu. Chung
nang d& niém hy vong khi con ngudi gap hoan nan, cing cong bd nhitng phuc 1dc va phan thuéng cac
mon dé di dugc huong am tham (1716-1717).

Uéc Vong Hanh Phiic

Tam M&bi Phiic That dap tng wdc vong ty nhién cua con nguoi 1a mudn duoc hanh phac. Udc
vong ndy bt ngudn tir Thién Chtia. Ngai 1a Pang duy nhét c6 thé cho 1am ching ta théa man. Ngai moi
goi chung ta chung hudng hanh phuc ciia Ngai. On goi nay duoc ban cho tirng ca nhan, cling nhu toan
thé Hoi Thanh, Dan M&i, gdbm nhirng ké don nhan va séng 161 hira d6 trong dirc tin (1718-1719).

Hanh Phuc That cua Kito Gido

T4n U6c ding nhiéu cach dé dién ta hanh phtc that ma Thién Chta moi goi con ngudi dén hudng:
Nuwde Thién Chita tri dén; hieong nhan thanh Chita, hwéng niém vui cia Chiia, an nghi trong Chiia.
Ngai cho chiing ta séng & doi dé nhan biét, phung su, va yéu mén Ngai dé nhd d6 duoc hanh phuc Thién
Dang. Hanh phuc 1a duoc thong phan ban tinh Thién Chiia va su sdng doi doi. N6 1a an hué siéu nhién.
Hanh phiic ma Ngai hira bdt ching ta phdi dwong dau véi nhitng quyét dinh lwa chon ludn 1y, moi goi
ta thanh luyén tam hon khoi nhitng ban ndng xdau va tim kiém tinh yéu Thién Chiia trén hét moi su.
Chung ta khong thé tim thdy hanh phuc that noi tién tai, danh vong, quyén binh, hay thanh cong vé bat
cir phuong di¢n nao, hodc noi bat ctr tao vat nao, nhung chi noi Thién Chua, nguén moi thién hao va
tinh yéu. Muoi Gidi Ran, Bai Giang Trén Nui va gido huén cac Tong Do chi cho chiing ta dudng 1én
Nude Troi. Nho on Chua Thanh Than, chung ta tién ti timg budc mot, qua cac viéc lam hing ngay.
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Nho tac dong cua 101 Dirc Kitd, chung ta dan dan sinh hoa két qua trong Hoi Thanh dé vinh danh Thién
Chua (1720-1729).

Su Tw Do cua Con Nguoi

Thién Chua dung nén con ngudi c6 1y tri, nén gidng Thién Chiia. Ngai ban cho ho nhan pham dé
tw do hanh dong co sang kién va biét 1am chu cac hanh vi cia minh. (1730)

Tw Do va Trach Nhiém

Tu do 14 kha ning bat ngudn tir 1y tri va y chi dé chon lam hay khong lam diéu gi, nho d6 con
nguoi co thé lam nhitng vi¢c c6 y thirc va chiu trach nhiém vé viéc minh lam. Ty do dat t&i mac hoan
hao khi quy hudng vé Thién Chua, ngudn hanh phic cua chiing ta.

Tu do con bao ham kha nang lya chon gitta thién va ac. Vi ¢o6 tu do, nén con nguoi c6 cong hay
c6 to1. Con nguoi chi co tu do dich thyuc khi lam diéu thién. Khi chon diéu 4c, con nguoi lam dung tu
do va trd nén nd 1€ toi 16i.

Cé tu do, con nguoi phai chiu trach nhi¢m vé cac hanh vi ctia minh theo mtrc d6 chu y. Loi va
trach nhiém vé mot hanh dong co thé dugc giam bot hay x6a bo vi thiéu hiéu biét, so suét, ap luc, so hai,
thoi quen, tdm than bat on, hodc cac yéu t6 tam Iy hay xa hoi. Con ngudi phai chiu trach nhi¢m vé moi
hanh vi truc tiép cha ¥ ctia minh.

Quyén sir dung tir do, dic biét trong lanh vuc luan 1y va ton gido, 1a mot doi hoi khong thé tach roi
khoi pham gia con ngudi. Luét dan sy phai cong nhan va bao vé quyén nay, trong gidi han céng ich va
trat tu cong cong (1731-1738).

Sw Tw Do ciia Con Nguwoi trong Chwong Trinh Ciru Dy

Ty do va téi 16i. Ty do ctia con ngudi c6 gidi han va c6 thé 1am lac. Thuc ra, con nguoidatyy
pham t6i khi tir chdi y dinh yéu thuong cta Thién Chiia, va tré thanh n 16 toi 16i. Ngay tir dau, lich sir
nhan loai cho théy nhiéu tai hoa va ap buc phat xuét tir tim dia con nguoi 1a hau qua cua viée lam dung
tu do (1739).

Ty do bj de doa. Tu do khong phai 1 mudn néi gi hay 1am gi thi lam. Mt khac, nhing diéu kién
vé kinh té va xa hoi, chinh trj va vin hoa can thiét dé thyc thi tu do cach chinh déng, 1am khi bi pht nhan
va vi pham. Khi xa lia luét luan ly, con ngudi lam thuong tén sy tu do cta chinh minh, 1am nd 1é cho
tinh ich ky, cit dut tinh huynh dé véi dong loai va ndi loan chdng lai ¥ Chua (1740).

Gidi phéng va ciru dg. Nho thap gia, Puc Kitd da ciru tit ca moi ngudi khoi ach nd 18 toi 161 dé
chung ta dugc tu do, su tur do ctia con cai Thién Chua (1741).

Tw do va én sing. An sung ctia Ptc Kitd khong hé dan ap su tr do ciia chung ta, trai lai cang
ngoan ngodn vang theo su thiic ddy cua an sung, thi su tu do ndi tAm va 1ong qua cam cua chung ta cang
dugc gia ting trude thir thach, cling nhu rang budc cua thé gidi bén ngoai. Nho tac dong cua an sing,
Chuia Thanh Than dan chung ta d&én su tu do thiéng liéng dé chung ta tré thanh nhitng nguoi tu nguyén
cong tac vao cong trinh cia Nguoi trong Hoi Thanh va thé gidi (1742-1748).

Tinh Luan Ly cta cac Hanh Vi Con Nguoi

Tu do 1am cho con nguoi thanh mét chu thé luan 1y. Khi hanh dong c6 chu y, con ngudi duogce coi
la cha cta céc hanh vi cua minh. Céc hanh vi dugc tuy do Iya chon theo phan doan luong tam, déu co
tinh luan 1y: c6 thé 1a tot hay x4u (1749).

Nguon goc ciia ludn Iy (1750-1754)

Luan ly tinh cua cac hanh vi con ngudi tiy thudc vao:
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o ddi tuong dugc chon lua;
e muc dich nhdm t&i hay ¥ huéng;
e cac hoan canh cua hanh dong.

Dbi twong, ¥ hudng va cac hoan canh tao nén yéu té cau thanh luan 1y tinh cua cic hanh vi con
nguoi. Déi twong duoc lua chon xdc dinh ludan ly tinh cua hanh vi y chi, tuy theo sy nhan biét va phan
doan cuia 1y tri. ¥ huéng phat xuét tir y chi tw do va xac dinh muc dich cta hanh dong, nén la mét yéu t6
can ban dé danh gid ludn 1y tinh ciia hanh dong. Y hudng c6 thé dinh hudng toan bd cude sdng chung
ta dén mot cung dich. Ciru canh khéng bién minh cho phwong tién. Mot ¥ hudng t6t khong thé 1am cho
mdt hanh vi x4u thanh tét. Nguoc lai, mot viée tot co thé tré thanh xau vi 1am véi ¥ xdu. Cac hoan
cdanh, ké ca nhitng hau qua, 14 nhimg yéu t6 phy ctia mot hanh vi luan ly. Chiing khong thé 1am cho mot
hanh vi ty né 13 xau, tré' nén tét hay ding, nhung c6 thé gbp phan gia ting hay giam bét tinh chat tot hay
xau vé mat lun 1y cta nhitng hanh vi con ngudi.

Hanh vi tét va hanh vi xiu (1575-1562)

Mot hdanh vi tot vé mit luan 1y doi hoi doi tieong, muc dich va cdc hoan canh déu phdi tot. Dbi
tuong duoc lya chon co thé 1am cho toan bo hanh dong tréd nén xau. Co nhitng hanh vi luén ludn 1a sai,
vi ngay khi chon lya, y chi da 1éch lac; do 1a mdt diéu xau luan ly. Khong duoc phép lam diéu x4u dé
dat mot két qua tét. Chua can xét dén hoan canh va ¥ hudng, ¢ nhitng hanh vi tu ban chat ludn 1a bat
chinh nghiém trong do déi tuong.

Cac Nhan Dac

Nhan dtrc 1 mot khuynh hudng theo théi quyen va chic chin dé hét sire 1am diéu tot. Ngudi nhan
dtc hudng ve su thién véi tat ca nang luc thé x4c va tinh than. Ho ¢6 géng theo dubi diéu thién va dut
khoat chon lya bang nhitng hanh dong cu thé (1803).

Cac dvrc tinh nhdn ban (1804-1811)

Cdc dirc tinh nhdn ban hay nhdn dirc 12 nhiing thai d6 chic chan, khuynh hudng vimg bén, théi
quen hudng thién cua 1y tri va ¥ chi; ching diéu khién cac hanh dong, cac dam mé, va hudng dan cach
an ¢ cua ta theo 1y tri va duc tin. Céac dtc tinh nay dem lai cho ta sy thoai mai, ty chu va an vui, dé séng
mot cude doi tét dep. Nguoi nhan die tw nguyén 1am diéu lanh. Mudn c6 cac duc tinh luan 1y nay, ta
phai ¢ ging luyén tap. Cac duc tinh hudng moi ning luc cia con ngudi dén su hiép théng véi tinh yéu
Thién Chua (1804).

Cdc nhdn drc tru

C6 bdn nhan dirc dong vai trd "ban 18," vi cic nhan dirc khac xoay quanh ching, 1a khén ngoan,
cong binh, can dam va tiét do; cling goi 1a cac nhan dirc can ban (1805).

e Khén ngoan giup 1y tri nhan ra diéu lanh va chon nhitng phuong thé tot dé dat dugc n6. Khon
ngoan khong phai 13 do du, tréo tré hay vo vinh. N6 vach ra quy tic va giéi han cho céc dirc tinh
khac. No huéng dan phan doan cua lwong tim. Nho nd, ching ta ap dung dang din cac nguyén
tic luan 1y vao timg truong hop cu thé, va khong phai do du vé diéu lanh phai lam va diéu dit
phai tranh (1806).

e Cong binh thé hién qua quyét tim tra lai cho Thién Chua nhing gi thudc vé& Thién Chia va cho
tha nhan nhiing gi thudc vé ho; dbi v6i Thién Chua 1a "nhan duc thd phuong"; dbi vé6i tha nhan,
1a ton trong quyén loi ctia mdi nguoi, dbi xir chinh truc v6i ho va thuc thi cong ich, ngay ca trong
tu tudng (1807).
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Can dam gitip chiing ta kién tri va quyét tim theo dudi diéu lanh. N6 giup chung ta chong lai
cam dd va vuot qua cac chudng ngai trong doi song luan 1y. Nho nhan due can dam, ching ta
thing so hii, ngay ca cai chét, dwong dau véi thir thach va bach hai, san sang hy sinh mang séng
vi chinh nghia (1808).

Tiét do giup chung ta kiém ché stre 16i cudn cua lac thi va st dung chirng muyrc cua cai. Tiét d6
gitip ¥ chi 1am chi cac ban ning va kém ché cac ham mudn trong mot gii han chinh déng (1809).

Nhdén ditc va dn sung. Nho on Chiia, cac nhan dic toi luyén tinh tinh va gitp chiing ta dé dang

lam diéu thién. On ctru d6 cua Dirc Kitd dem lai cho chung ta an sing can thiét dé kién tam trau ddi cac
nhan drc. Muon tap nhan dure, can phai luén cau xin on soi sang, nhd dén céac bi tich, cong tac vdi Chua
Thanh Than, nghe theo tieng Ngai goi dé yéu chudng dieu thién va lanh xa diéu ac (1810-1811).

Cdc nhan dirc Doi Than

Céc nhan dirc dbi than 13 cac nhan dirc 1am cho chung ta c6 kha ning thong phan ban tinh Thién

Chua. Céc nhdn nay 1a nén tang, linh hon va nét dac thu cta hoat dong luan 1y Kitd gido. Thién Chua
ban cho chiing ta cac nhan dirc nay dé chung ta c6 kha nang hanh dong nhu con cai Ngai va dang huong
su sdng doi doi. Céac nhan dic ddi than 13 bao ching Chua Thanh Than hién dién va tac dong trong
nhirng ning luc ciia con ngudi. C6 ba nhan dirc ddi than 14 tin, cdy, mén (1812-1813).

Dirc tin gitp ching ta tin vao Thién Chua, cliing tat ca nhimng gi Ngai da phan va mic khai ciing
nhu Hoi Thanh day phai tin, vi Thién Chta 14 chan Iy. Dt tin khong c6 dic cay va dic mén, s&
khong két hop ta tron ven véi Puc Kitd va khong 1am cho chung ta trd nén chi thé song dong
trong Nhiém Thé Nguoi. Chung ta khong nhitng phai giit va sdng durc tin, ma con phai tuyén
xung, 1am chimg va truyén ba dirc tin nita. (1814-1816).
Dire cdy giup ching ta khao khat Nudc Troi va sy sng vinh ctru, nhd tin tudng vao cac 161 hira
ctia Ptrc Kitd va pho thac vao on Chiia Thanh Than, chir khong dira vao stitc minh. Birc ciy bao
vé chiing ta khoi that vong, nang d& chiing ta, gitip chung ta phin khéi mong doi hanh phic muén
doi. Puc cay giai thoat chiing ta khoi long ich ky va dua ching ta dén hanh phuc cua duc éi.
Cac Mdi Phuc That hudng niém hy vong cta chung ta 1én Thién Qudc. Nho céng on va cude
khé nan ctia Birc Kitd, Thién Chua gin giit chung ta trong dire cdy. DPuc cdy duoc dién ta va nudi
dudng trong kinh nguyén, nhat 14 kinh Lay Cha (1817-1821).
DPirc mén hay dikc di gitip chung ta yéu mén Thién Chua trén hét moi su, va vi Chia ma chung
ta thuong yéu tha nhan nhu chinh minh. Pt Kité dat duc ai lam diéu ran méi. Piec ai 1a hoa
qué ctia Chiia Thanh Than va 1a chu toan 18 luat. Thénh Phaold ké ra cac dic diém cua dirc ai:
"Pirc 4i thi nhan nhuc, khong ghen twong, khong khoe khoang, khong tu dic, khong lam
diéu bat chinh, khong tim tu loi, khong nong gian, khong han thi, khong mimg vi diéu 4c, nhung
vui vi diéu chan that. Puc 4i tha thir tat ca, tin tudng tat ca, chiu dung tat ca."

Dirc i cao trong hon moi nhan dtrc, va dimg dau cac nhan dirc ddi than. D i goi himg
va thuc déy viéc tap luyén moi nhan duc. buc ai la nguén mach va cung dich cua viéc thuc hanh
cac nhan duc trong doi séng Kitd hiru. Pirc 4i bao dam, thanh luyén va nang kha ning yéu
thuong cua con ngudi 1én mirc hoan thién siéu nhién. Doi séng luan 1y dugc sinh dong nhd dire
ai, dem lai cho céac Kitd hiru sy tu do thiéng liéng ctia con céi Thién Chua. Hoa qua cua dtc ai
13 niém vui, binh an va long thuong x6t (1822-1829).

Lé Luat va An Siing

Con ngudi duge moi goi téi hudng hanh phuc, nhung bi thuong vi toi 161, nén can on ciru do cua

Thién Chua. Pirc Kitdé mang on ctru d6 dén cho con ngudi qua 18 luat dé din déit ho va qua 4n sing dé
nang do ho (1949).
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Ludt Luan Ly

Luat luan ly 1a tac phém cua Sy Khon Ngoan cua Thién Chua. N6 nhu 161 Cha day con, nhu mot
phuong phép gio duc ciia Thién Chtia. N6 quy dinh cho chung ta nhitng con dudng, nhiing nguyén tic
song, dua dén hanh phuc ma Ngai di hta, ngin cam chiing ta di con duong xdu. Tuy la nhitng ménh
1énh nhung ciing 14 nhiing 16i hira dang cho chiing ta quy mén. Luat 1a quy tic sdng, dugc quyén binh
hop phap ban hanh dé phuc vu cong ich.

Ludt luan ly la mot trat tw hop ly dwoc Tao Hoa thiét lap dé cdc thu tao dat t6i loi ich va ciru canh
cua chung. Co nhiéu cach dién ta luat luan ly nhu: luat vinh ctru cua Thién Chua; ludt ty nhién; ludt méc
khai gom Luét Cii va Luat M6i hay luat Tin Mung; sau cung dan luat va gido luat. Luat luan 1y dugc
vién man va thong nhat trong Dirc Kitd, Dang 1a hién than, va cting dich cta 18 luat (1950-1953).

Ludt luan ly tw nhién (1954-1960)

Luat ty nhién dugc Thién Chua ghi trong tim hon moi ngudi. N6 1 nén tang giup chung ta ding
1y tri ma nhén ra diéu t6t va x4u, that va gia. N6 vach ra cho ching ta con dudng phai theo dé lam diéu
t6t va dat toi cung dich. N6 néu ra nhitng ménh 1énh dau tién va chinh yéu diéu khién doi séng luan 1y.
Trong tAm ctia né 13 10ng khao khat va ting phuc Thién Chua, ciing cam thirc vé tha nhan nhu binh ding
v6éi minh. Luat nay duoc trinh bay trong Mudi Diéu Ran.

Luat nay duoc goi 1a ty nhién khong phai vi rat ra tir thé gi6i tu nhién, nhung duoc Thién Chua
ghi trong 1ong mdi ngudi va duoc 1y tri xac nhan. N6 c6 gia tri phd quat ma moi ngudi phai theo. Luét
nay ndi 1én pham gia con nguoi va xac dinh nén tang cac quyén loi va bon phan co ban ciia con ngudi.
DU cac nén vian hoa c6 khac nhau, n6 van la mot quy tdc ndi két con nguoi voi nhau, dat cho ho nhiing
nguyén tac chung, vuot trén moi khac biét.

Luét tu nhién bat bién va truong tdn qua moi thoi dai. N6 la cong trinh cua Tao Hoa, cung cép
cho chiing ta nhitng nguyén tic co ban dé thiét 1ap cac quy tic luan Iy. N6 ciing dit nén mong luan ly
cho viéc kién tao cong doan nhan loai; va cung cép co ban can thiét cho luat dan su. N6 la co s& Thién
Chua don san va thich hop v6i cong trinh ciia Chua Thanh Than dé con nguoi don nhan luat mac khai
va an sung.

Luat Cii (1961-1964)

Thién Chua da mac khai cho dan Israel Luat ciia Ngai dé chuén bi cho Puc Kitd. Luat Mosé néu
ra nhiéu chan 1y ma 1y tri tg nhién co thé dat toi. NO 1a budc dau cua luat mac khai. Nhiing ménh 1¢nh
ludn 1y dugc tom tit trong Mudi Diéu Rin, nén tang cho on goi lam ngudi. Cac didu ran 4y ngan cAm
nhitng gi nghich lai tinh yéu Thién Chaia va tha nhan, cting 4n dinh nhitng doi hoi chinh yéu ciia tinh yéu
ay. Muoi Diéu Rin 1a anh sang cho lwong tim moi nguoi, gitp ho nhan ra tiéng goi va nhiing con dudng
cua Thién Chua, va bao vé ho khoi su dit. Theo truyén théng Kit6 gido thi né chua hoan thién vi chi cho
thdy diéu phai 1am, nhung khong ban an sung dé chu toan. Tuy nhién, né 13 budc chuan bi gitip dan
Chuia ciing nhu mdi Kité hiru san sang hoan cai va tin vao on Ctru D6. Vi 1a Loi Thién Chiia, n6 1a mot
gido huin vinh ciru tién bao cong trinh Pirc Kitd s& thuc hién dé giai thoat ta khoi toi 181, cung cp cho
Tan Ué6c nhitng hinh anh, tién trung, va biéu tuong, dé dién ta doi séng theo Thanh Than. Cudi cing,
cac sach gidao hudn va cac ngdn str, bd tic va hudng luat cii dén Tan Udc va Nude Troi.

Ludt Méi hay lugt Tin Mirng (1965-1986)

Luat mdéi hay luat Tin Mung 1a sy hoan hdo ¢ doi nay cta luat Thién Chua, ludt ty nhién va luat
mac khai. Pay la luat cua btrc Kito, dugc trinh bay cach dac biét trong Bai Giang Trén Nui, ma cling la
cong trinh cia Thanh Than. Luat Méi l1a an sing Chuia Thanh Than ban cho céc tin hitru nho tin vao Ptic
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Kito. Dirc Kitd dung Bai Giang Trén Nai dé day chung ta ta diéu gi phai lam, va cac bi tich dé thong
ban an sting gitip chiing ta thue hién nhimg diéu dy. Luat Tin Mimng troi vuot va kién toan Luat Cil.

Noi cac Mbi Phiic That, Luat M6i danh cho nhiing ai san sang tin twéng don nhan niém hy vong
méi: nhirg ngudi nghéo, khiém ton, dau khd, c6 tm hon trong sach, bi bach hai vi Ptic Kito. Nhur thé
Luat M&i mé ra nhitng con dudng ctia Nude Troi. Luat Moi hoan tat cac didu ran coa Luat Cii. Bai
Giang Trén Nui khong huy bo hay giam gia tri Luat Cii, ma con khai thong nhiing tiém ning, va lam noi
bat nhitng doi hoi méi cua Luat ay.

Luat Méi lam sang to toan bo chan 1y vé Thién Chiia va con ngudi trong Luat Cii. N6 khong thém
nhitng diéu rdn méi bé ngoai, nhung canh tin tim hon 1a noi phat xuat moi hanh vi, y twdong va nhén
dac. Tin Mung dua Luat Cii to1 vién man khi day ching ta nén hoan thién nhu Cha trén troi, tha thir cho
ké thu, va cau nguyén cho nhitng ngudi bach hai chung ta. Luat Méi day ching ta thyc thi cic hanh vi
ton giao nhu bd thi, ciu nguyén va chay tinh, nhung chi qui huéng vé Thién Chaa Cha ma théi. Kinh
Lay Cha 12 11 cdu nguyén ctia nhitng ngudi song theo luat méi (1965-1969).

Luat Tin Mung doi chung ta chon lya dut khoat va thuc hanh cac 161 Chua day. Luat nay dugc tom
luge trong Ludt Vang. Toan bd luat Tin Mimng thu gon trong diéu rin méi cua Puc Kitd 14 ching ta hdy
yéu thwong nhau nhw Nguoi da yéu thwong chung ta. (1970)

Thém vao Bai Gang Trén Nui ctia Chia 1a gido Iy vé luan 1y ctia cac Tong D6.... Cac 101 nay truyén
lai gido huin cta Chua v6i thim quyén ctia cac Tong DO, dic biét trong viée trinh bay cac nhan dirc xuat
phat tir due tin vao Piuc Kitd, va duoc dirc mén 13 an sung chinh ciia Chta Thanh Than 1am cho séng
dong. Cac gido huin nay ciing day ching ta giai quyét nhitng vin dé luong tdm theo anh sang cta su
twong quan gitra chung ta voi Buc Kitd va voi Hoi Thanh.

Luat M6i dugc goi la luat yéu thuong vi day chiing ta hanh dong theo tinh yéu ma Chua Thanh
Théan thong ban, hon 1a vi s¢ hai.

Luat Moi dugc goi 1a ludt an sung vi nhd duc tin va céc bi tich, chung ta nhan dugc sttc manh cia
an sting dé hanh dong.

Luat M6i 14 ludt tw do vi giai thoat chiing ta khoi nhimg tréi bude vé nghi thirc va phap 1y cil, giup
chung ta hanh dong theo sy thoi thuc cua duc ai, va sau hét nang ching ta tir tinh trang t6i t& 1€n bac ban
hiru cta Buc Kito.

Ngoai cac gidi luat, Luat M&i con ¢é nhiing 10i khuyén Tin Mimg. Céc 10i khuyén nay nham loai
b6 nhitng diéu du khong nghich voi dirc 4i nhung c6 thé can tré dic i phat trién.

Ludt M&i dat téi mirc hoan hdo trong gidi ludt mén Chia yéu nguoi. Céc 151 khuyén gidi thiéu
nhiing con duong thing, nhimg phuong thé thuan loi va duogc thuc hanh tiy theo on goi ctia mdi nguoi
(1971-1986).
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Self-Reflection Questions — Cau héi Ty Vén

Write about a paragraph answer to at least one of the following questions
Viét khoang mot doan van tra 101 it nhat 1a mot trong nhirng cau hdi sau:

1.

How is the Catholic notion of human freedom like and unlike the notions of freedom in the
dominant culture of the United States? How is this culture either a support or a challenge in living
a Christian moral life?

Khai ni¢m cua Cong Gido vé su ty do cua con ngudi giong va khac cac khai ni¢m vé tu do cla
nén van hoa chinh cia Nuoc Hoa Ky thé nao? Nén van hda nay 1a mot sy nang dd hay mot thach
do cho vi¢c song doi song luan 1y Kito gido ra sao?

By definition, virtues are something that must be practiced; they are expressed in the doing and
it only through the doing that they become habitual and firm dispositions. How do you practice
the virtues? Is there something more you could be doing?

Theo dinh nghia, cac nhan dtc 1a nhitng diéu chiing ta phai thuc hanh; chung duoc thé hién bang
thyc hanh va chi qua thuc hanh ma ching tr¢ thanh nhiing khuynh huéng theo thuong xuyén va
chac chan. Ban thuc hanh cic nhan dirc nhu thé nao? Ban c6 ThE lam thém duoc gi nira khong?



